READING ROMANS

Light at the end of the tunnel

ROMANS 8:18-39.  MATTHEW 3:13-17

On a card found in Thomas Edison’s desk was written this ‘When down in the mouth, remember Jonah. He came out all right’.

I don’t know how you are feeling today, whether you have come here struggling with all sorts of problems, suffering in some way or full of fear. Maybe there is a dark cloud hanging over you for some reason or perhaps life is going great for you. But however you may be feeling this morning there is good news. And the good news is that there is light at the end of the tunnel.

As J John is often quoted as saying ‘I have read the end of the book and we win’. 
We are still reading through the book of Romans as we follow our sermon series and this week we are looking at chapter 8 and it would be really helpful if you could follow it in your bibles as I speak.
I love the book of Romans and this chapter in particular. It seems to sum up all that the gospel – the good news is about.

Paul has been at pains to tell us that the good news is for everyone. 

It isn’t just good news for a few specially chosen people such as the Jews or those who are religiously inclined, but this good news is for everyone Jew and non Jew alike. 
What God has done, he has done for you and for me: Regardless of race, gender, social standing or anything else. 
What God has done for us is so great that it will take eternity for us to grasp the measure of it and he did it all for us long before we were ready to receive it, and regardless of whether we would accept it or not.
Like a huge cheque
The good news is that God sent his Son Jesus Christ into this world to save us and that Jesus did such a thoroughly perfect and wonderful job of it that there is nothing that we can add to it. There is nothing left for us to do apart from accept His wonderful free gift of life.

Paul says that God calls us (to belong to him), justifies us and even glorifies us. From one degree of glory to another All we need to do is respond. Paul also tells us that when we respond to God’s call by faith then we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. In fact he says in verse 9 that if we do not have the Spirit of Jesus living in us then we do not belong to Jesus. It is by the Spirit’s presence within us that we know that we belong to God and are God’s children because the Spirit in us enables us to call God our Father. The Spirit witnesses within us that we are His. And the good news that we need to hear today is that if we are sons and daughters of God then we are also heirs, heirs of God and co-heirs with Jesus Christ. That means that everything that belongs to God also belongs to us. 
We have a Godly inheritance. The whole kingdom of heaven belongs to us, a vast immeasurable wealth of resources to draw upon. Now when someone dies and leaves us an earthly inheritance of some kind we do not usually just put it away in the bank and never draw on it. It is intended that the inheritance should benefit our lives now. 
Our relatives have worked hard to pass it on to us so that we might reap the benefit of it now, so that it makes a difference to the quality of our lives.
If we value what God has done for us, if we value the price he paid then we will draw on our inheritance every day and reap the benefit every day. Because we cannot use it all up, we will never deplete it God has given us such a vast inheritance that we can never come to the end of it, it seems that the more we draw on it the more there is to draw on.
And when tough times threaten to overwhelm us, or we are suffering in some way, that is when we need to draw on God’s supply.

Being a Christian does not guarantee an easy life, we know that but it does mean that when suffering comes we have a vast amount of strength, courage, comfort, and provision provided for us to draw upon that will enable us to come through shining.

Paul, in writing this letter was not immune to suffering; he had his fair share of it. He had been beaten whipped and imprisoned several times. People often hated him and tried to have him killed and yet he says this in verse 18 “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us”.

These troubles that we experience, he says are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed. And that is what we must hold onto.  However great our suffering it’s nothing compared to what’s coming. There is a greater glory coming.
When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we say, ‘Your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. That is how Jesus taught us to pray. Jesus said when you pray say your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.  We know that in heaven there is no more pain or tears or suffering of any kind. 
We know that heaven is perfection don’t we? And we long for that perfection now don’t we? Don’t you long to get rid of all these aches and pains and the heartache and the struggles that seem to trip us up on every side? Don’t we just long to shed all of that and be free? We would rather not have to suffer if we can help it, we would avoid it at all costs if we could but we can’t. We can’t avoid the suffering and the difficulties that are so much a part of this world that we inhabit. And yet Jesus still wants us to pray…Your kingdom come on earth…as it is in heaven.
In other words Jesus taught us to pray for that kind of perfection that we see in heaven; to go boldly before the throne of grace and pull down to earth some of those heavenly resources. 
There is so much more for us to experience; for us to see and know. Paul says that the whole of creation waits for us, waits, in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. V19.  What does that mean? It means that everything that has been created, the whole of creation has been affected by sin. This world as we know it, is itself, like us, subject to decay. The creation is beautiful but it is no where near as beautiful as it was meant to be because it is infected and decaying. Paul says the creation is frustrated because it is not yet all that it was created to be.
 And you and I are not yet all that we were created to be either. There is something of a frustration within us too isn’t there? A yearning, a longing to be free or to be all that we know we could be. There’s a desire to reach our potential; to be completely free from all the baggage that we carry around with us, all the hurts that we have been afflicted with and I believe that desire is a healthy desire. A God given desire. From one degree of glory to another
We will not know that full perfection until Jesus comes back but that doesn’t mean that we can’t know more than we do right now. That doesn’t mean that we just sit back and accept the situations we find ourselves in and do nothing. Jesus still tells us to pray your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. V 34 tells us that Jesus is seated at the right hand of God the Father and he is praying for us as well. He wants us to experience more of this heavenly kingdoms reality now. The Holy Spirit we are told in v 26 intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. Now, this groaning isn’t complaining in the negative sense. V 22 tells us that the creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth.  Now childbirth is painful but it is also creative, a woman in childbirth is very seldom silent. When a woman gives birth she groans because it is creative. It is as if she has to make noise as she pushes this new life out into the world. It is productive groaning. It is a creative thing and so it is with the Spirit. The Spirit groans through and in us with words that cannot be expressed because He is bringing something new to birth. 
So what am I trying to say?

I am trying to say that there is light at the end of the tunnel and it isn’t a train coming. I am trying to say that there is a greater glory, to come. There is so much more for us to yet experience and I believe that God wants us to reach out to him for more. I believe that there is more available in God than we have yet drawn upon. I believe that God wants us to take hold of our inheritance and to draw more of those heavenly resources down to earth. From one degree of glory to another
Why do I believe that? 

I believe it because God is for us. V31.  If you remember nothing from this talk today, remember this. God is for you not against you. God is for us. No matter who you are. Regardless of what you have done; In spite of where you may be in your walk with him. You must know that God is for you and with you. 
Paul says God gave up his son for us so surely if he was willing to do that then will he not also give us all things? If God be for us who can be against us? God wants to give us good things but we have to believe it and reach out and take hold of it church. Sometimes when things go wrong in our lives we have assumed that God was working against us; punishing us for something. Many of us have become our own worst enemies. Because of past failures and disappointments we are filled with doubts, anxieties, and phobias. Our fear paralyzes us and hinders our potential. We must shake off that kind of thinking.
Paul sees his sufferings as the work of the enemy trying to prevent the spread of this good news but he isn’t put off by that. Because in all his sufferings he knows the love of God drawing him close. He is convinced he says that nothing, absolutely nothing, can ever separate us from the love of God. As Jesus breathed his last on the cross he said “It is finished” These were not words of defeat, but words of a decisive victory. 

 And so it is with us who have received that free gift of eternal life and salvation. There is nothing in all creation that will ever be able to separate us from the love of God, whatever happens to us in this present life we can rest assured in the victory of the cross and resurrection. Jesus Christ has defeated the evil one once and for all and we get to share in his victory.
Paul says that we are more than conquerors through him who loves us. You see the task ahead of us is never as great as the power behind us. We were created to be more than conquerors. We are over-comers. The Spirit within us is praying with groans that words cannot express until we reach the fullness of all that God has created us to be, and he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is His work not yours all you have to do is believe it, receive it and reach out for more and take hold of it.
In his book, “Releasing Your Potential,” Myles Monroe once said, “The poorest man in the world is the man without a dream. The most frustrated man in the world is man with a dream that never becomes a reality. 
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