6th July 2008

Rom 1:1-7

Reading Romans – why?

Questions

· Has this sermon helped your understanding of what happened the moment you became a Christian? (See 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 5:8, Colossians 1:13) Put into your own words what actually happened
· Do you still see yourself as a ‘sinner saved by grace?’
· Given that Christians still clearly do sin, do you think it is just playing with words to say that ‘we are not sinners but saints’ – or is there a significant truth there?
· Why is it important to see yourself as something more than just forgiven?
· Imagine that you have fallen for a lie of the Devil and done something that you know is wrong. What is an appropriate way to behave at that point?
· What can you do if, having done something wrong, you feel really condemned? (Read Romans 8:1, Hebrews 10:16-22 and 1 John 1:8 – 2:2 to help understand how God views Christians who sin.)
· What truths are particularly significant to you from the handout?
· Do you think that the way we tend to see God is affected by our experiences with our less than perfect human fathers (in other words, if we felt, for example, that we could never do enough to please our earthly father, do we feel that God is just the same – when in fact the truth is that we are already accepted by him)?

