3rd October 2010
Romans 12:1-8

Freedom in Christ

The world’s view of truth

How do we view life?
I’m sure we’ve all heard the expression, ‘looking through rose tinted spectacles.’? We will certainly have come across someone like that or perhaps it could be levelled at us on occasions.  

It’s an expression of unrealistic optimism which reminds me of this story – a children’s Batman costume made by Kenner Products had the following warning label: ‘Caution: Cape does not enable users to fly.’ You would have to be a huge optimist to buy it thinking that it will help you to fly. Anyway everyone knows its Superman who flies not Batman!
Of course the opposite view is true as well – there are people who look at the world in a pessimistic way through dark glasses! The reality is we have all learnt to look at the world in a particular way.

This ‘worldview’ acts as a filter; we tend to pass everything through it to try and make sense of it. Have you ever seen a 3D film which in reality is only 2D but cleverly prepared to appear 3D when you put on those special glasses? Your mind is tricked into seeing something that is not really there.

We can carry this type of deception through our life. Our past experiences shape our lives, for example if you had an overtly strict or demanding father; a you probably have come to think of God as constantly displeased with you. A strict disciplinarian whose expectations of you can never be met no matter how hard you try, but is this true? – No not at all. Scripture tells us – He is patient and slow to anger and delights in those who put their hope in His unfailing love (see Ex 34:6; 2 Pet 3:9; Ps 147:11) and there are many more examples of how God our Father loves us. 
It’s not only our experiences that shape us but also the culture. We share the way we see with a lot of other people who were brought up in the same culture. 
Conflicting views
In parts of the world there is a belief system called ‘animism’. It is found both in preliterate tribal societies and in sophisticated modern ones. The basis of such a system rests on a belief in a creator god or gods who is detached from them. For them there is a neutral spiritual power that runs through everything in the universe. To negotiate their way through life they use a spiritual specialist who has the knowledge to help them. Animists believe that humans can control this spiritual world if they know the right things to do and the right words to say. However there is no guarantee of this and they live in constant fear. Animism also seems to co-exist alongside other religions or philosophies. 

 Western culture has also been conditioned to look at the world in a certain way. Modernity put reality into the ‘natural’ and the ‘supernatural’. 
God and things that go bump in the night are in the supernatural. But this thinking says there is no connection to daily life or the natural realm. We sort of believe in them (70 % Christian last census) but when push comes to shove, we would rather put our faith in what we can see, touch and measure. 
To illustrate this western worldview - a university professor said to his class, ’Has anyone seen God? Has anyone heard God? Has anyone touched God? Therefore God does not exist!’
Essentially the Western worldview says that if you can’t test it and prove it scientifically, it’s not true. Even the Church has colluded with this – it has tried to get rid of the supernatural to appear more normal. I’m sure we can all think of influential Church leaders denying such things as the Virgin birth or the Resurrection. 

But interestingly modernity has been replaced with – post modernism which has become a global phenomenon. 
And depending on our age we may have been influenced by both. Post modernism had its roots in the work of the philosopher Nietzsche. He is quoted as saying, ‘there are many kinds of eyes…and consequently many kinds of ‘truths and consequently there is no truth’
 
Post modern thinking has developed this sentiment and says that there is no such thing as truth – or at least not as something that stands on its own. Instead each person is free to make up their own version of the truth. This thinking has taken a step further it that it no longer differentiates between what a person thinks or does and the person himself. If you say my behaviour is wrong you are judging me. If you disagree with my beliefs you are disparaging me. So there is enormous pressure to accept everybody’s lifestyle as true and valid, no matter what it is.

In effect postmodernism says that all truth claims are equal – except those like Christianity that say that all truth claims are not equal. In fact it has been said that the one intolerance that seems to be acceptable is intolerance against Christianity.
So what is truth? The Bible is very clear that truth exists quite apart from humans. It teaches that God is truth. Faith and logic are not incompatible. Logic demonstrates that truth really does exist. Take the most important question facing everybody in the world – what happens when you die?

· Hinduism teaches that when a soul dies it is reincarnated in another form.

· Christianity teaches that souls spend eternity in either heaven or hell.

· Atheists believe that we have no soul and that when we die our existence simply ends.

· Postmodernists say that you can make up whatever you want to believe as long as you don’t hurt anyone else.

Can all these things be true at the same time? The postmodernist would answer, ‘Yes, it’s fine for you to believe whatever you want as long as you don’t attack my truth. We all have our own truths.’

But does that make sense? To put it another way, does what you believe will happen to you when you die make any difference to what will actually happen? Or will everyone have the same experience after death regardless of what they believed beforehand?

Logic says that we will all have the same experience regardless of what we chose to believe before the actual event. But it’s a logical impossibility that they can all be true at the same time.

So it is clear that there is such a thing as real truth that exists regardless of whatever individuals may choose to believe. This is the view that humanity has held for thousands of years and was taken as obvious until quite recently. As Christian writer Os Guinness  puts it, ‘in the biblical worldview, truth is that which is ultimately, finally and absolutely real, or ‘the way it is’ and therefore is utterly trustworthy and dependable, being grounded and anchored in God’s own reality and truthfulness.’

If we come back to our question – what happens when we die? There can only be one true answer to it. Christians have many reasons for believing that God has chosen to reveal that in the Bible. We are not proposing a version of truth that we have made up for ourselves. 

This is an unfashionable argument but are we really being helpful if we encourage people in their view that there is really no truth and it doesn’t matter what they believe? 
When Jesus has said very clearly to us that He is the way and the truth and the life and that no one comes to the Father except through Him?

Pick n’ mix
In all this we must be aware of the danger of pick ‘n’ mix. If we don’t recognise that we have been wearing spectacles of one type or another we are likely to run into problems as Christians. We can simply add some new beliefs (the Christian bits) to the way we look at life.

Each of us needs to come to the point where we realise that what we’ve believed in is so incompatible with the truth that we need to make a conscious decision to rid ourselves of that thinking. I heard a Ugandan pastor say that in his experience there were individuals who held responsibilities in the church but would still consult animist spiritual advisors. 

And it is the same in the West. We say we believe the Bible but how many of us make decisions on what we can afford rather than on what God says? We say we believe in the power of prayer but does the way we spend our time bear this out? Or do our actions demonstrate that we can sort our lives out for ourselves and only use prayer as a last resort? How many Christians for example read horoscopes?
This post modern worldview is starting to affect the church; it affects our view of why we are Christians. Which of these best describes why you are a Christian?

· I believe, because Christianity seems to work

· What I have experienced leads me to feel that Christianity is true

· I believe that Jesus Christ is the only way to God for all people everywhere at all times

· I have simply made a decision that Christianity is true for me 

 Many Christians under the influence of the post modern worldview will say they believe ‘because it works’ or because they ‘feel it is true in their experience’ or because they sincerely believe it is ‘true for them’. The trouble with this type of thinking is that it can produce a faith that in the tough times or in the desert places, can be blown around like a tree in a storm.

Guinness, again on the truth, ‘The Christian faith is not true because it works; it works because it is true… It is not simply ‘true for us’; it is true for any who seeks in order to find, because truth is true even if nobody believes it and falsehood is false even if everybody believes it. That is why truth does not yield to opinion, fashion...or sincerity – it is simply true and that is the end of it.’ 
 
So where does all this leave you thinking? The Christian faith is ‘choosing to believe what God says is true’ because we have made a decision that the Biblical worldview is how things really are. By all means check that the claims of Christianity are reasonable but Jesus didn’t give us the option of sitting on the fence.

A last word from Guinness, ‘if we live in truth and become people of truth, our primary responsibility will be evident: ourselves. Our overarching life-task will be clear: to seek the truth, speak the truth, and live the truth. And the one effective stand that no-one can take from us will be certain: as Solzhenitsyn declared in his Nobel address, ‘Let the lie come into the world, even dominate the world, but not through me’
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