6th December 2009
Rev 5:11-14

Such Glory
Introduction

Take a moment to think of a favourite film, book or play, and then try to tease out what it was about that film, book or play that you so enjoyed. Apart from your enjoyment was there something that you took away from it? Perhaps the message of it was important to you or there was a moral dimension; can you put your finger on it? Importantly did it change any of your values? If so what change happened?

Revelation
I would ask at this point you hold these thoughts and we’ll return to them in a short while. In the meantime I would like us to link Catherine’s sermon – The Beginning and the End, from the opening verses of Revelation (what the NIV styles Greetings and Doxology or praise) that we heard last week, to what we’ll explore this morning.
Revelation has a strong sense of the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) probably more than any other NT book or letter and last week we touched on the role of God the Father in the context of waiting during this season of Advent.

However as we dip further into Revelation there is a tendency for our understanding to begin to unravel. We read of some very strange things and perhaps struggle not only to understand them but to see what relevance they can have for us today. If that’s you, then you are not alone. Many scholars have debated long and hard over its message. Revelation like so much of scripture requires deep and concentrated study. 

The nature of Revelation
Before we dip into our passage, a brief overview of its context may be helpful. Revelation is an apocalyptic (end times) prophecy in the form of a circular letter to seven churches in the Roman province of Asia. The prophetic message to each church serves as the introduction to the rest of the letter, which in turn speaks in its entirety to them. John draws on a long tradition of similar Jewish literature (cf. 10:7) and speaks as a Christian prophet in the light of the fulfilment of OT prophecy concerning the life of Jesus. He writes concerning the second coming of Christ and the significance of that for those living in the last years of the first century AD. 
Entering into Revelation

If we now return to those thoughts we had earlier about our favourite film, book or play how we engaged with it and why it has had the effect it has had on us. This is the same level of engagement to which Revelation aspires to. John and his readers are taken up into heaven (cf. 4:1) in order to see the world from a heavenly perspective. 
He and we are given a glimpse behind the scenes of history. Enabling his readers and us to see the present from the perspective of what the final outcome will be – God’s ultimate victory. The effect was and is to expand his reader’s world spatially by taking them into heaven and temporally into the end times.
 
In other words it addresses the question – Who is Lord over the world? John sought to maintain the faith of God’s people in light of the reality of their lives; where the good were suffering and the world seemed to be ruled by evil. Especially viewed in the context of the Roman Empire which was very successful in enforcing their own version of ‘divine rule’, through the cult of the emperor? A modern equivalent would perhaps be the materialism of our own culture with its icons and persuasive arguments reinforced at all levels. 

Revelation is full of strange imagery placed there to create a symbolic world in which like our film, book or play we can enter into so much so that it can affect us and change our perceptions. This type of prophecy was designed to take place during Christian worship services. Its effect would be like a dramatic performance where the audience enter fully into it and through it have their perceptions of the world outside the drama powerfully shifted by their experience of the world of the drama itself.

The Scroll and the Lamb
Let’s explore these verses (11-14) in the context of chapter 5 and all we have just looked at. We have from the beginning of chapter 5 the increasing spiral of adulation of Christ. We see him positioned at the right hand of God the Father (v1), through His death and resurrection He has authority to open the scroll of life at which point He is worshipped by the living creatures and elders (v8), the spiral of adulation continues to expand to include angels (v12) culminating in worship by the whole of creation being addressed to both God and to Jesus. This gives us the inescapable truth that if we have seen the Son we have seen the Father (cf. John 8:18).

Let’s examine our core verses, as Revelation is heavily symbolic with imagery so too is it rich with numeric significance. We have in verse 12 seven attributes that Christ has; seven is commonly used in the Bible as the number for perfection. 
We should note here that these attributes described in this passage are those that Christ possesses, not those He needs to acquire in the future. They are also attested to elsewhere in the NT canon. 
· ‘power’ (cf. 1 Cor 1:24) Christ has the power to achieve what He promises

· ‘wealth’ (cf. 2 Cor 8:9; Eph 3:18) Christ has the resources to deliver what He promises
· ‘wisdom’ (cf.1 Cor 1:24) Christ has the divine knowledge of God and the practical solutions to the problems of life

· ‘strength’ (cf.Lk 11:22) Christ has the strength to cope and to overcome

· ‘honour’ (Phil 2:11) Christ will one day receive all the reverence that is due to Him. 

· ‘glory’ (cf. Jn 1:14) Christ shares the rights and privileges of God 
· ‘praise’ (cf. Rom 15:29) Christ is entitled to all praise. ‘Praise is the one gift that we who have nothing can give to Him who possess’ all.’
 
The relevance of this passage today

In the context of our waiting, (which incidentally we shouldn’t confine just to Advent) these verses are as relevant to our whole Christian journey as now there are elements of thought we can engage in. 

I’ve talked in the past about finding a new language with which we can convey the Christian message. These verses can serve to refresh our Christian imagination as they aim to counter the way a dominant culture with its ideals and images seeks to construct a world view that runs contrary to the will of God. 

They offer to us a different way of perceiving things which can lead us to resist and challenge the effects of this dominant ideology. 

They outline the truth about Jesus which isn’t reduced in a post modern way to the level of personal preferences which end up in meaningless nothing. They use images that conform to the truth to remind us that our witness in this community is authentic only through our acceptance and the living out of that truth. In other words people would see in us something that speaks to a void in their own life. 

In many respects those first Christians had a more easily recognisable task – a totalitarian regime in the shape of the Roman Empire. Ours is more difficult task because as Christianity becomes more marginalised through subtle and insidious erosion, the truth we seek to proclaim starts from a weaker position. Those first Christians were speaking into a pre - Christian world whereas we are speaking into a post Christian society, one where many of the gluing sutures have been displaced.
The beauty of these verses lie as well in a world that is God centred. They show the power to confront oppression, injustice and inhumanity. Worship of the true God enables the power for all of us to defy those things that are not of Him. For example the selfishness that threatens our climate or the selfishness that can’t see the outrage and moral right to question things. 

Finally they don’t promote a withdrawal into a holy huddle, where we wring our hands in frustration. They are orientated to the coming of God’s Kingdom and call us to active participation in the coming of that Kingdom – why would we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, ‘your kingdom come’ if we don’t actually believe it? 
These verses are the daring hope that the community in which we live and work will come to know God as we acknowledge that His truth is inseparable from all aspects of our own lives. These verses speak of worship as the very God centred core of Revelation – they are simply an encounter with the awesome and living God.
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