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Rev 22:1-6

E100 Prefect Future

REVELATION

Interactive introduction
This is the final study in the series taken from Essential 100 an exciting journey of discovery through the Bible. It is a good opportunity to encourage your group to share things which have particularly stood out, surprised them or enlightened them during the journey.

Having shared, spend time thanking God for his word, for the many insights revealing who he is, and for the way that he has unveiled his plan of salvation through its pages.

Overview of the previous five readings

· John is in exile on Patmos. Whilst worshipping he receives a

new revelation of Jesus, that having come as saviour in the past, in the future he will come as judge. John also presents new insight into God’s view of the Church.

· The seven messages to the churches reveal the depth of care

Jesus has for His Church. He affirms the positives and challenges where they are falling short: both signs of his desire to see them achieve their potential.

· John has a vision of heaven, and although the events which will take place between now and then are at times complex and painful, the end result will be overwhelming as people of all tribes and nations centre their worship on Jesus, the lamb of God.

· John sees the end of the world like a joyful wedding celebration with Jesus and the Church, as bride and groom. Satan’s destruction and the defeat of evil is guaranteed, so too the fact that believers will be saved.

· John envisages the overwhelming beauty of our eternal dwelling place: pearly gates, streets of gold, a river of life, all lit by God’s glory (Rev 21: 23).  Everything will be new and God will dwell with his people for ever.

Going deeper

This week’s readings again contain challenges for individual believers as well as for the local church.

· In Revelation 1, we find five aspects of John’s experience. He worshipped. He was obedient to the word of God. He focussed on Jesus. He embraced the Holy Spirit. He endured suffering. Here we have a great example for developing our walk with God. Explore how each can be developed and

           embraced in our daily lives.

· Smyrna and Philadelphia, both poor and weak, received words of commendation, and no criticism.

Discuss some of the implications of this for the church today, which often seeks to portray an image of success and power. In twos or threes, write a letter from Jesus to your church along the lines of the letters in Revelation. Try to find areas for praise as well as challenge.

· Judgement is a very sobering concept with many misconceptions. Explore this topic with reference to the following passages: (Ensure that members understand that all who have accepted Jesus as their Saviour and Lord, are guaranteed a place in Heaven for eternity)

When will judgement happen: Mark 13: 32 – 37 John 5: 28-29 1 Corinthians            15: 51 – 53 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-17

Who will be judged: Matthew 16: 27 Matthew 25: 31-33 2 Corinthians 5: 10

For what will people be judged: Matthew 7: 21–23 Matthew 12: 36-37 Matthew 25: 14 – 30 Matthew 25: 31 – 46 Revelation 20: 12

Personal challenge

Each person is a member of the Church, so whenever criticism is levelled at it, we are all part of the problem. Spend time considering how you fit into the picture. Are you hot, cold or lukewarm? Alive or dead? Hard working for the Kingdom, or forsaken your first love? Faithful or compromising? Persevering or easily led astray? Be open to God challenging you and then respond accordingly.
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