13th December 2009
Rev 22:12-17

‘Marana tha’

Introduction

You will recall last week we touched on a favourite film, book or play and the effect that had on you. I’d like to keep to that theme and ask something related. Have you seen or read something when someone has asked, ‘Do you want to know the ending to that?’ Now if we are quick we may just avoid being disappointed by having the ending explained or of course it may come as a useful relief to know the ending.

In all probability there are other times especially in life when we may be eager to know how things will turn out and get very anxious if we don’t. Perhaps whether someone got safely home after a visit late at night or whether an operation has been successful or in these tight financial times whether the money will last. 

Whatever our examples may be, yes, there are probably times when to know how things will turn out would be so good.

Sometimes we may even wish to have the ability to know what the future may hold for us. I have here a stack of envelopes, imagine with me if you will that each has your name on it. My envelope reads – ‘God’s plan for Kelvin Taylor’s life from birth to death’. 
Let me ask you this, ‘If you knew what your envelope contained, would you want yours? 

So there may be times when we won’t want to know.

In the midst of all this uncertainty some people turn to horoscopes and the like to try and second guess the future or even to guide their day to day living. However as Christians we are reminded in Colossians 2:8 – ‘See to it that no-one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.’ From this passage there is no sense of active dualism being acceptable to Christians. We need to rely on God’s word and this is the message from our passage from Revelation this morning, to which we now turn.

A passage of two parts
The first features Jesus’ purpose and outcome in verses 12 to 16 and the second an invitation by the Holy Spirit and our response contained in verse 17.
Purpose and outcome

Jesus clearly says He is coming, a bold statement and one to which we should give our attention to (cf. Matthew 24:42). This is no idle gesture, the word of the Lord attests to it. These words are meant to still anxious hearts about the outcome of scripture. The writer of Guide me, O thou great Redeemer sums this up in the final verse of that great hymn – 
‘When I tread the verge of Jordan,

Bid my anxious fears subside,

Death of death, and hell’s destruction,

Land me safe on Canaan’s side.’

Jesus clearly says in His coming He will bring His reward. The reward He refers to is that which He has won through His death and resurrection, namely eternal life for those who believe in Him. If we think back to the words of 5:6 – ‘Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain...’ and in doing so return to our sermon of last week we remember the power Christ has to achieve what He promises.

Paul teaches that God will ‘give to each person according to what he [or she] has done.’ (Rom 2:6) and Peter says that we have a ‘Father who judges each man’s [or woman’s] work impartially.’ (1 Pet 1:17). The reward will be spiritual blessing to those who faithfully follow Christ. In other words ‘it is the quality of a person’s life that provides the ultimate indication of what that person really believes’
 
The outcome is contained in these enigmatic words, ‘blessed are those who wash their robes...’
 (v14). ‘Those who wash’ is in the present tense form which suggests a continual Christian faith journey (cf.7:14 where it appears in the past tense indicating that the action had already happened). The city referred to is the eternal home of God and rescued humanity; ‘the tree of life’ refers to immortality.
There follows a list of those who won’t be so privileged. To our modern sense of equality this list can perhaps grate on our desire for fairness and opportunity. It simply describes the future with imagery of the present. It contrasts the blessing of those who come to faith and remain faithful and those who continue to live beyond the freely offered relationship with God.

Invitation and response

We now move onto the relationship between the Holy Spirit and the church contained in verse 17. Jesus has been speaking up to this point and it is now the turn of the Holy Spirit speaking in and through the church with four invitations.
The first two are contained at the beginning of the verse (The Spirit and the Bride say ‘Come!’And let him who hears say ‘Come!’). These are addressed to Jesus. The latter two refer to an invitation for the whole world (Whoever is thirsty let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.’) These words echo Isaiah 55:1(cf. Jn 7:37). It is the testimony of the church here empowered by the Holy Spirit that will drive these invitations. In other words every Christian must be a missionary. The invited must become the inviter and the found must become the finder.

This leads itself into our Christian participation in God’s purpose of establishing His Kingdom by our witness primarily verbal but substantiated by life. Do our lives reflect the gospel, is it authentic and consistent? The essential form of Christian witness which can’t be replaced by any other is consistent loyalty to God’s Kingdom. 
The relationship between the Spirit and Christ
As we have used Revelation to illustrate the Trinity during these Advent sermons, it would be helpful to explore the work of the Spirit in the here and now. At times the Holy Spirit and Christ seem to overlap in much the same way as the Holy Spirit and God. We use the expression the ‘Spirit of Christ’ but ‘of’ shouldn’t be taken as an equals sign. Only Jesus is described as the Father’s Son (Rom 1:3); only He had a human nature (Gal 4:4); only Jesus Christ died for our selfishness (1 Cor 15:3); only Jesus was raised from death and is seated at the right hand of God (Col 3:3).
These things are never said about the Holy Spirit. The Spirit comes only by faith in Christ and is not a possession of humanity in general (Gal 3:1-2). The Spirit promotes the acknowledgment of Christ as Lord in the church (1 Cor 12:3) and He bears witness to the character and truth about Jesus (1 Thess 1:6). The Spirit is recognised because He manifests the character of Christ in Himself and in those in whom He lives.

The Spirit brings to believers in a personal way the reality of their new relationship with God, a reality which has become possible through the actions of Christ. The coming of the Spirit at Pentecost is a historic work subsequent to the work of Christ. The Spirit binds all believers to Christ so they are one with Him, having been baptised by the Spirit into the body of Christ, where they serve in the power of the same Spirit and at His direction.

The Holy Spirit empowers, organises and directs this and every Christian community. And this direction carries the same authority of God the Father and Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit therefore conveys the mind of Christ to believers; He communicates the will and direction of Christ and an understanding of His gospel. 

Reflections

We started this short series with Catherine giving us some pointers for our reflection in this Advent period. 
Such reflections can only serve to take us deeper into our relationship with God. 
Such reflections can become an adventure with Jesus in which if we are open to Him we can have our values changed to be more like His. 
Such reflections can set us free from our past and help us to become the people we were originally created for.
Such reflections can help us to acclimatise to the principles of the Kingdom of God, which the Book of Revelation attests to. Say we can say with confidence, Marana tha –‘Come, O’ Lord’
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