2nd May 2010
Rev 19:1-10

Values, values, values
Introduction

I’m sure most of you have had to sort things at home perhaps when you’ve moved or done some major building work or just some decoration that’s involved moving furniture; revealing not just the dust behind the furniture but maybe some real gems from the past. You know the thing I mean; a long forgotten box of photographs for instance which you then delve into and the time just seems to slip away. What should have taken 10 minutes or whatever suddenly takes so much longer? 

Now with our two children we kept a little show box for each of them in which we popped such things as baby grows, their first shoes, first little toy, you know the type of thing. Recently Jane and I were rearranging some furniture and I found two little baby teeth in one of those plastic bank bags, so I popped them into one of the boxes and that got me thinking back to when Emma and Edward were tiny scraps.
This rearranging also involved moving some clothes. In amongst them was Jane’s wedding dress and we shared a few minutes reminiscing. Now it’s a day I’ll always remember because Jane looked a real picture; because she like every bride before and every bride that has followed her and will follow her in whatever circumstance, will always strive to make that the very best of occasions.   
Now that I’ve hopefully painted a picture in your minds, I’d ask you to hold that as we prepare to explore our passage from the Book of Revelation in the context of a sermon series that outlines values of the Christian life that leap from the pages of the NT.

Values, values, values

The NT lays before us a number of values that can shape the way we live our Christian life. They will come as no surprise to you because at various points in the NT they were explained, demonstrated and lived out by ordinary people who were seek to follow the teachings of Jesus.
Over the next few weeks together we will explore the following; 

· All involved (called to serve, Jesus rebukes greatness)
· Being disciples (‘Come follow me’)
· Creating community (washing the disciples feet, a servant heart)
· Doing evangelism (woman at the well)
· Encounter with Jesus (blind Bartimaeus)
It won’t have escaped you to recognise the pattern of A to E. This in no way equates to the simplicity that we mean when we refer to things as easy as A, B, C.  These are aspects of our formational life together as a Christian fellowship that we will need to work hard and long at. It may be that we take steps forward and some back, but ultimately if we hope to grow as Christ intended us to, then there will a progressive movement. 

You will recall at the APCM when we looked at Paul’s response to the church in Corinth; he recognised and I suggested we needed to do the same here that whilst each church has a different context, simply because it is in a different geographical location, ‘we can’t simply redefine truth in terms of what appeals to ‘our’ community.’

But what we can do here is work out NT values in our own context, what works at another church will probably not work here. It’s one of the inherent dangers of books that promote church growth strategies that church communities then pick up on and try to replicate them. The key is to take the underlying values of the NT and then apply them creatively in our context, thereby making it relevant to us but faithful to the truth of the Gospel.  
You will also recall that I finished last week with some summary pointers churches have identified as helping them to fulfil their mission centred nature. In relation to what we are talking about here I replicate the relevant bullet points, alongside the values I’ve already identified as areas that we are going to explore.
· All involved – more lay involvement in leadership
· Being disciples –better provision for children and young people(family services, better groups, paid staff)
· Creating community – improving welcome and integration (front door) and better small groups and pastoral care (back door)

· Doing evangelism – regular use of evangelism courses as part of an evangelism and incorporation strategy

· Encounter with Jesus – worship less formal, more relaxed; better music
Please hear also what I said last week that we can thank God we have been seeking to work towards many of the identified pointers on that list. All I’ve done is illustrate how they dovetail together. 
An illustration from Revelation

In so many ways the Book of Revelation is an enigmatic book, something we reminded ourselves of during Advent last year. At this end of the book the prophetic words paint the picture of God’s final victory over evil. The fall of Rome (Ch.18) is depicted as an illustration that every institution that glorifies itself at the expense of what is right and good will be swept away. In the end God’s righteousness will prevail
 (cf. Deut 32:4 and Rom 3:25-26).
We may ask what is right; in other words what ought to happen and what ought to be? A valid response would be that whatever conforms to God’s moral character is right. For He is the final arbiter of what is right. 
In the midst of great rejoicing in this passage we turn to some pertinent words for the church, ‘For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and the bride has made herself ready’ (7b). At this point we return to the picture of that wedding dress; the metaphor of marriage is used here to illustrate the relationship between God and His people. This is used in the Bible as a useful explanation of a connecting thread for example Hos 2:19 and Mat 22:2ff.

In Biblical times marriage involved two significant events, the betrothal and the wedding. They were normally separated in time, during which the couple were considered to be husband and wife
 and they were both under an obligation of faithfulness. A faithfulness to which both are called, for us as a church it is the obligation to be faithful to our calling under God. 
The next verse contrasts the brash gaudiness of the unrighteous (those who do not follow what is right) and the simple pure colour of the righteous bride (who follows what is right). It mirrors what John has already prophetically written to the seven churches at the beginning of the book.
 Jesus’ call there to holiness in those seven different contexts applies across all ages and all churches. 
Where does this take us?

The critical and most important factor that the early church reveals to us is the importance of the ‘small’; small beginnings, small groups, small steps, but through them ‘big’ things emerged, big endings, big groups, big faith. In other words a world shattering faith emerged from a particular place and time and spread infectiously.

Now the values that we will explore over these next few weeks apply equally to the large as to the small. We can apply them to this size of congregation, or one larger still, as equally as we can to small groups. 
However it is in the small that substantial spiritual growth can occur. But like squeezing into something a little too tight, there is a realisation that something must change. Either we let it out or we slim down, or of course we don’t buy it! The approach of church can be a little like that.

If we let it out then all we do is add to the busyness and try and cram yet more into a busy schedule and wear ourselves out. Or we slim down which can be painful; what to give up or cut out can be a challenging exercise. It’s not a natural process; if we do more that can appear to be success. In terms of what we are called here as Christians to be and to do the third thing is not an option.
David Watson had some wise words for churches, ‘At least once a year, ruthless questions need to be asked in an attitude of prayer and submission to God about the whole pattern of our services, our meetings and organisations and buildings.
· Are they achieving anything today?

· Are they the best use of time and money today?

· Are they helping to build up the Body of Christ today?

· Are they assisting the church in evangelism today?

· Are they God’s best plan for today?

Their value yesterday is not the important point. Christian work is constantly crippled by clinging to blessings and traditions of the past. God is not the God of yesterday He is the God of today...Heaven forbid that we should continue playing religious games in one corner when the cloud and fire of God’s presence have moved to another place.’

If in the next few weeks you find that you have been encouraged and challenged through God’s word I give this invitation. Jane and I will be setting up a small group to look more deeply at these values and how they can influence our Christian journey. The intention is to run this group weekly over ten weeks and for that we will be looking at our diaries to create space for this to happen. Please do speak to us both if you feel that you are led to join us. 

But however you respond as we explore these values my prayer is that we would all be challenged by God’s word.
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