Vicar’s Report

Coming to the end of my second year as part of this community I would like to express on behalf of our whole fellowship, thanks to those of you who have exercised a ministry among us and in the wider community.

Through the exercise of gifts I am reminded of Jesus’ words at the end of Matthew’s gospel (28:18 ff.) that encourage us to reach out both to those who enter this church and to those beyond its walls. Part of being in fellowship with Christ is to discern where He wants each of us to minister. And it’s also an imperative for us to encourage others in the exercise of their recognised gifts.
This is something we have explored together over the past year through various sermon series. The prophet Isaiah (55:10-11) speaks of God’s Word not returning empty to Him and for it to accomplish what He intended. Elsewhere we are told, ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ (Rev 2:11).
This brings me to the issue of change; scripture encourages us to embrace change and that encouragement is affirmed in the words of the preface to The Declaration of Assent
 by saying that, ‘the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures [is] the faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation.’
The two key phases here are ‘the Church’ and ‘proclaim afresh’. One implies that all Christians are to be involved and the other implies contemporary thought and action. It is to this that St Mark’s is committed and where our energy is to be directed.
In supporting this assertion I quote directly from the result of the whole church discernment process that fuelled the current Parish Profile. We said this about ourselves;

· We are confident that God has a plan for us

· We are open to change

· We are very supportive of and work collaboratively with our ministers

· Although we hold different spiritual traditions we are journeying together

· We are a joyful and vibrant community

We have over the past year taken steps to develop these values through a re-vitalised youth programme which is bearing fruit in encouraging those with little contact with the church. And an enhanced approach to the elderly in our community through more focused and energised church involvement. Contacts in both areas remain ongoing to further enhance this work.
The next year will bring further opportunities and challenges to our own personal discipleship and our fellowship together. Christ calls us to follow Him and His example, to go the way He does, to accept His plan and will for our lives. This implies putting our own desires to one side and concentrating on growing His Kingdom.

In His love and grace

Kelvin

� The Declaration of Assent is made by deacons, priests and bishops of the Church of England when they are ordained and on each occasion when they take up a new appointment (Canon C 15).





