20th November 2011

Ps 96

Psalms of new contentment (1)

Questions
· What has been a defining moment in your life?

· Now moving that thought process on can you think of a transforming moment in your Christian life? What significance did that have for you?
· Brueggemann (the theologian from whom this series is drawn) indicates that the new contentment (as in this psalm) after a period of discontent is not a return to the original period of contentment. We could view this new contentment as evidence of God’s grace to us. Working with the experience drawn from the last question, what sign of grace were you made aware of?

· I’ve mentioned (in a previous sermon) that this three form model shouldn’t be regarded as a linear or static one. Not so much a circular model either but rather a continual spiral. And this spiral model looks like this, we move from contentment to discontent to new contentment which then becomes a new period of contentment albeit not of the same kind as previously experienced. Given this model, what can you see as its benefits?
· How could we use any such benefits for Christian service?












