30th October 2011

Ps 32 

Psalms of discontent (3)
Questions
· Moses urged the people to choose the way of life and blessing rather than apostasy and death (Dt 30:15 -20) and Ezekiel urged the same (18:21-24). How important is it for us as Christians to receive the blessings of forgiveness?

· In practical terms what can that mean for us in the tensions of our daily lives?
· How necessary is it for us to repudiate the notion of a ‘treasury of merit’ that we may believe we have built up over a number of years of Christian faith?

· Can we use a ‘discount’ system to buy off times of turning away from God against those times when we felt we were very close to Him?

· I mention a difficulty that we may have in hearing the word ‘instruction’ (verse 8 and page 4 of the sermon). What form of learning best suits you? And how can you apply that to that to the advice contained in this psalm?

· In the gospels we read of the times Jesus prayed to the Father. What inspiration can we take from those examples for our own need to be honest before God?
