Sermon for Sunday 26th December – Matthew 2:9-23

Give each person a piece of card with smiley face on one side and sad face on the other. Then ask people to vote on whether they think scenarios are bad or good news by holding up their signs. 

You come home from school and the first thing your Mum or spouse says is – it’s so great to see you, how was your day? I’ve got an endless supply of your favourite snacks here for you on the sofa, and you have unlimited time to play on the computer or watch your favourite television channel… Good news or bad news?

You come home from school and you are greeted by your Mum or your spouse, who greets you with – Thank goodness you’re home, I’ve had a terrible day, can you walk the dog, clean the bathroom and later massage my feet, because I need to go and do the shopping because there is no food in the house – oh, and by the way – we’ve had a power cut, so nothing works… Good news or bad news?

You’re stranded in a field – all of a sudden you are joined by friends who bring a picnic and games with them… Good news or bad news?

You’re stranded in a field when all of a sudden you are joined by a bull, which looks quite upset to find you there, then you look down and realise that you are dressed entirely in red… Good news or bad news?

A few minutes ago you heard our Bible reading being read aloud – thank you again - do you think that the reading was mainly good news or bad news? (Ask everyone to vote with their cards)

Ask those holding good news faces – why have they voted good?

Ask those holding bad news faces bad – why voted bad?

It’s a really mixed reading, because like so much of life (unlike our exercise at the beginning where it was easy to tell), there is both bad and good going on at the same time. Sometimes it is tempting to think that just because God is involved in our lives, everything will all go really smoothly, that our lives will always be straightforward – and if they aren’t then somehow we have got it wrong. 

Yet here, in our reading we have the amazing moment of the wise men rocking up with gifts, as well as the gracious warning of the angel. But then we have something terrible, the family of Jesus having to run for their lives and leaving behind them their family and friends and staying away a long time, whilst the king causes a dreadful tragedy. It’s awful. 

And still today terrible things happen. When Jesus was spoken about, before he was born, the prophets said that he would be called ‘Immanuel’ – which means ‘God with us’… The one thing we can be sure about, is that Jesus knows what it is like to go through terrible times, to be surrounded by people with questions that seem to have no answers, and yet God promises that he will never leave us or forsake us. Jesus came so that we could truly know what it means to have God with us. So, today when things seem to be Bad News, we can turn to Jesus and ask that he would be with us, asking that somehow by his grace he would bring Good News into the midst of difficult situations.

Let’s pray: 

Lord, we just bring before you those who are struggling with difficult times, those for whom Christmas is a sad or lonely time, and we ask that you would draw near to them. We thank you for the Good News, for the ministering of the angel to Jesus’ family and for your presence beside us no matter what we are going through – that you never leave us or forsake us. Amen. 

