Matthew 1: 18-25 ( 19.12.10)
If you have a purse or wallet here, take out a note- any note and look at the words below ‘Bank of England’.
What does it say?  ‘I promise to pay the bearer, the sum of ten pounds’ or five etc. 
These aren’t just empty words, when paper money was first introduced in the 7th century in China (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paper_money#First_banknotes_in_the_world) and later on in Medieval Italy they would have been exchanged by the bank for gold or copper coins. Traders did not take them, so it was a covenant agreement between the bank and the bearer of the paper and you would expect to be able to redeem your paper for coins – such was the agreement - although Stockholms Banco in 1664 ran out of sufficient coins to  redeem its notes- not surprisingly it went out of business that year !!
God also has a Covenant agreement with His people, worked out through the history of the old and new testaments which is to, “restore his creation to fellowship with him and of his calling people to serve Him and bring this news to the ends of the earth.” ( Alistair McGrath – The NIV Bible Companion p 21)

Jesus is the key stone of this Covenant. He is the bridge which links the OT prophecies with the future. He is ‘the climax of divinely guided historical process.’  
There is striking similarity between different translations of the Bible on the passage (Matthew 1: 18-25) which ------ has read to us earlier. The Holy Child was to be called Jesus, which is Greek for Joshua, meaning ‘The Lord saves’. Throughout the entire history of the OT God is seen on many occasions to do just that. He saves Joseph from certain death at the hands of his brothers, he saves Moses and the Israelites from slavery; he saves the Israelites from the Philistines and countless other examples. Names at this time reflected the characteristics of the person and were deeply significant, so Jesus is a person whose very name means someone who saves. 
Every version I studied, states they (the people) will call him Immanuel- this is a reference to the importance of the child’s birth. Immanuel means ‘God with us’. Alistair McGrath, in his Bible  commentary ( Alistair McGrath – The NIV Bible Companion p 235 ) says ‘God is with us’ conveys two vital ideas:-

i) God is with us in our struggle against sin, despair and death

ii) God is amongst us and has chosen to live with us
Even the term ‘Christ’ itself has special significance. It comes from the Greek ‘Christos’ means ‘anointed one’ or ‘Messiah’ (Alistair McGrath – The NIV Bible Companion p 234)   which Matthew uses to conclude his genealogy. 

Matthew is writing mainly for Jews, particularly Jewish men, although clearly what he says is relevant to the Gentiles of the time and also to us.  He is determined to prove irrevocably that Jesus is indeed the fulfilment of the prophecies and hence God’s promise and he is the long awaited Messiah, which is why he directly quotes Isaiah chapter 7 verse 14, which we have also heard earlier.  
 “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” This is the first of 47 Messianic prophecies that Matthew uses throughout his Gospel (NIV study Bible p1412)
Matthew also concentrates more on Joseph, whereas in Luke’s gospel (Luke 1:26-38) Luke concentrates on Mary. This is no accident and relates both to Matthew’s intended audience and his purpose in writing his Gospel. Joseph is not a chance player, an understudy in God’s plan; he is a very real and often underestimated main part. Joseph is described as a ‘righteous man’ (NRSV) a term that meant both morally good, who obeys the law AND a man of God .This term was applied to other key players in the plan, such as Abraham. 
Joseph was chosen, not just because he happened to be engaged to Mary, but because he too was a person who believed in God and obeyed God’s will and because of his very important family ancestry. Matthew’s Gospel begins with the genealogy of Joseph and clearly links him to the Davidic line. The angel addresses Joseph as ‘Joseph son of David or in some translations, descendant of David.’ Matthew is directly linking Joseph as being part of the Covenant God made with David (2 Sam7: vs 12-16 esp. verses 12 and 16) reiterated to Solomon, David’s son in 1 Kings 9 vs. 5. Now in reality the Davidic monarchy ended in 597 BC at the time of the Exile. God ALWAYS keeps his promises, so there has to be another explanation as the real earthly monarchy had died out. This, Matthew says, is not about an earthly kingdom and land; it is about a heavenly kingdom.
It is about the fulfilment of Yahweh’s promise to Abraham (Gen15 vs. 5), which is reiterated to Jacob (Gen 28:13-14) and successive generations including David & Solomon. It is crucial to Matthew’s interpretation that Joseph, the earthly father, accepts the Heavenly Babe, as his own, both emotionally and more importantly legally, in order to fulfil the prophecies.
The Oxford dictionary defines promise as an ’assurance that one will or will not do something’- there is no requirement for anyone else to be involved. However, like the money at the beginning what we are really talking about here is a Covenant, which is an entirely different matter. A covenant is a two- way agreement, which always contains a conditional...’if’. There were 2 main types of covenant in OT times a) parity- between equal partners and b) suzerain between a higher /more powerful person egg king/ ruler and those with less power.  (A Living 
World of the Old Testament – Bernhard W Anderson p 98). A suzerain covenant was not designed to oppress or subjugate the lower power/person, but called upon the mighty one to support, defend and protect the other party, who in turn would pledge their allegiance to the suzerain. This is the type of Covenant God has with us. 
In all the examples on the chart, God requires something from the person  concerned and also from us –whether it be  caring for creation and not eating the forbidden fruit; whether it be circumcision and the sacrifice of your only son- which Kelvin expanded and explained a few months ago as when he discussed Abraham and Isaac- or in some cases, Jesus and the Apostle James, amongst many other Christians - in the early church, through the centuries and even in our own 21st century world were,  and still are ,required to give up their very lives. What God wants from us in order to fulfil our end of this most amazing Covenant is that we:
i) love God - as Matthew puts it in chapter 22 which was part of the  section of the Bible Kelvin preached on last Sunday “Love  the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 22 vs. 37)

ii) obey God and follow His Will for our lives 
 Matthew shows that Joseph (as did Mary) fulfilled both of these requirements.  
‘Joseph did as the Angel of the Lord had bidden him, speedily, without delay and cheerfully, without dispute’ (http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/Matthew-Henry/Matt/Angel-Appears-Joseph) not just this time, but on other occasions also, like the flight to Egypt and subsequent return to Israel. Joseph puts himself in God’s hands.

Matthew is concerned with more than just how Jesus fulfils the OT prophecies; he is also showing that God’s salvation has a broader remit than just for Jewish people.
Matthew says two things that a) God’s Law applies to all nations and b) that God’s promise of salvation equally applies to all nations and through Jesus the one who saves, the Saviour or Messiah, this is widened back out to include more than one special Jewish family and return us to God’s Covenant with the whole of mankind, back to where we started.


In the preparation of the Passover meal at the Last Supper, the Bible says, ‘Then he took the cup and after giving thanks, gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you: for this is my blood of the covenant”’ (Matthew 26: 27-28; Mark 14 vs.  24 and Luke 22vs 20). Jesus is the continuation of God’s age old covenant. His blood is shed for us. Jesus is our salvation and   is the outworking of God’s Covenant with His chosen people.
The footnotes in the NRSV say some sources add in the word ‘new’ before covenant. It isn’t a brand ‘new’ covenant; it is a different one which is more encompassing and one which is for the whole of mankind, just as it was intended to be originally. Jesus is the ultimate realisation of God’s Covenant with mankind. Matthew clearly sees this and he emphasises that Jesus is the fulfilment of OT prophecies and is the Messiah who will save us all. 
God, as always, has kept his part of the suzerain covenant- he has sent His son, Jesus, the Christ, Immanuel ‘God with us’  
to live and grow, 
    to work and teach,
        to defend and protect, 
            to suffer and die for us 
 in order to save us from sin, 
                                    from despair and 
                                        from death.  
How do we keep our part of this most amazing Covenant?
As I put the words up on the flip chart I would like us all to use them as a closing prayer. Think and pray about them. Which ones particularly resonate with you?  Ask God questions about them –Lord, where do You want me to GO? Lord when do You want me to GO? Lord what do You want me to DO? What do you want me to change? In myself? In my church? In my community ? How can I SERVE You? I am sure we all will have plenty of other questions which these words may make us ask.

To do this is to follow Christ. This is how we keep our part of God’s Covenant. 

Questions 
1. Matthew is writing for a mainly Jewish, male audience. Do you think his Gospel resonates with non Jews and females in our modern society? Or do other Gospels better suit these audiences?
2. Does Matthew rely overly on Messianic prophecies? (There are 47 in his Gospel) why? Why not?
3. Do you see yourself as part of a Covenant agreement with God? If so how do you see that you fulfil your part of the deal? If not how do you view your relationship with God?
4. Look at the words on the cross diagram. Do they resonate with you? Why/ why not?
5. Would you choose other words to go in the boxes- if so what? 
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