20th June 2010
Mk 10: 46-52

Values – encounter with Jesus
Introduction

Today we draw to a close our Values series of sermons and as we do I would like us to recall what we have explored over these past few weeks. We started with Values, values, values; in which we saw how the NT lays before us a number of values that can shape the way we live our Christian life. And I hope that it came as no surprise to recognise at various points in the NT they were explained, demonstrated and lived out by ordinary people who were seeking to follow the teachings of Jesus.

We’ve explored the following; 

· All involved (called to serve, Jesus rebukes greatness)

· Being disciples (‘Come follow me’)

· Creating community (washing the disciples feet, a servant heart)

· Doing evangelism (woman at the well)

And in the last sermon we now explore an; 

· Encounter with Jesus (blind Bartimaeus)

It won’t have escaped you to recognise the pattern of A to E. This in no way equates to the simplicity we mean when we refer to things as easy as A, B, C.  These are aspects of our formational life together as a Christian fellowship that we will need to work hard and long at. And through these shared sermons our prayer has been that if we hope to grow in our faith as Christ intended us to, then we are called to journey with Him and not rest on the same experience repeated over and over again.

An encounter with Jesus - context
Like so much of scripture the context in which a particular passage sits can help us understand what is happening at a particular point. This encounter recorded in Mark is just such a case. It is linked to the earlier healing of the blind man at Bethsaida (8:22-25). Mark strategically place these stories before and after a major section of teaching in which Jesus predicts his suffering and relates it to the nature of true discipleship (8:27-10:45) and as such the story of Bartimaeus might be better seen as the calling of a disciple rather than a ‘miracle’ story. 

The complete section (8:22 – 10:52) shows us the full picture of who Jesus is and the nature of discipleship; centred around the cross. The first healing serves as a parable; Jesus’ disciples see only vaguely, they need a sharper vision of who Jesus is. They know of course of his healings and the driving out of demons; though Peter subsequently acknowledges Jesus as the Christ he is not prepared for the subsequent picture of suffering and death. Yet to understand Jesus is to recognise that as he must suffer so too is our call to suffer in the way of a disciple (8:34). And as we looked at in the story of James and John in the sermon entitled Values – all involved they still had a distorted view of who Jesus was; they expected a glorious king rather than a servant. The over arching thrust of all this teaching is an invitation for disciples to take the way of the cross.

Moving up a gear

Now most of us have access to a car and even if we don’t then we recognise the importance of that form of transport and the road infer-structure that supports the motor vehicle. Did you know that there were 34.2 million motor vehicles registered in the UK at the end of 2008 an increase of 250.000 over 2007 and that 2.7 million vehicles were registered for the first time in 2008?
 This increase was recognised in at Department for Transport report as far back as 2003.

Now you may be asking what has this to do with a story of a blind beggar in the first century. Well...the road is central to our story. Verse 46 has Bartimaeus sitting by the road, where because of his blindness he has been sat for some time, begging from the travellers that came along. Now at this point it’s helpful to recognise that he is sitting alongside a major road than ran through Jericho to Jerusalem, part of a north south trade route. And the road continues to be important because at the end Bartimaeus follows Jesus on the road to Jerusalem in verse 52.
Now between these two points in the story Bartimaeus moves from being an outsider (a beggar outcast from society) to a disciple on the road following Jesus. In the midst of this story Jesus asks what on the face of it can seem a strange question, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ In another context and with another person asking it, it could seem a crass and mocking question. But from the mouth of Jesus it takes on a very different perspective.
This question is the same that Jesus asks of James and John (v36) but the response from this man is completely different. He has despite his blindness a very developed sense of insight when we consider his acknowledgment of Jesus in verses 47 -48. This insight has Jesus’ responding, ‘Go...your faith has healed you.’ The Gk. word for ‘healed’ also means ‘saved’, the understanding of that can place this action of Jesus in both physical and spiritual terms. In those simple words Bartimaeus has been transformed from an outsider on the road to a disciple on the road. Faith that does not lead to discipleship is not saving faith. 
That was then, now is now
How can this encounter point the way along the road for us? After all this was a personal encounter with the Saviour of the world. Where can we encounter that same Saviour?

More importantly, do we even want to meet him given the call He then puts on our lives? In answering that question we need to be honest, real and practical and we need more than a just a pleasant spiritual experience. To be effective disciples we require an encounter with God that will change our lives and for that to happen we need to change our expectations. Someone added this additional blessing to the Sermon on the Mount, ‘Blessed are those who expect nothing for they shall not be disappointed.’
 Our expectations should revolve around the promise of Acts 1, as Jesus tells His disciples, ‘you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses...’ (v8). This is a promise to fulfil expectations.
This could be translated in terms of modern living; the access to electricity in our homes. We have all the wiring and power supply plus the means of using it through sockets and appliances. But all these things are useless unless we plug the appliance in and turn on the power. The scriptural encouragement for us to ‘plug the power into our lives,’ is recorded at the beginning of Acts 2 as the disciples ‘were all together in one place’ as they waited for Pentecost. 

One of the outpourings of this power is the encouragement to us of how God is working in our lives. You will recall some testimonies the other week. What impact did they have on you? In the encouragement of those stories we can see that God is alive and active today and can have a dramatic effect as we recognise that God surrounds us with His blessings.

There is a true story of a group of sailors adrift on a life raft off the coast of Brazil close to death when fortunately a passing ship rescues them. The captain was mystified as to why they were so dehydrated. They replied that they had run out of water. The captain was flabbergasted, ‘You had only to reach over the side for an endless supply.’ He told them that they had been floating in a freshwater stream that pushes out from the Amazon River. Their water shortage had been an illusion.
 

We all need the reminder that God’s power through the Holy Spirit is available now and He is here to encourage and equip God’s people for His service. The Holy Spirit’s touch is described by Jesus as being ‘baptised’. The word ‘baptise’ means literally to overwhelm, to plunge, to drench and saturate. If you’ve ever wondered why old churches have large and deep fonts then this explanation provides the answer.
 This description implies something dynamic and those who have experienced full immersion baptism will no doubt attest to that. 
Something we could use as an illustration is the simple sponge, when it’s dry it sits on top of bowl of water but plunge it in and it soaks up the water. If it were then taken out of the bowl water would continue to flow out of it and in a way that’s a good picture of how we can pour out our personal blessing to others that we come into contact with. The more we are filled with the Holy Spirit the more we can overflow and become effective witnesses. But this will only happen if we immerse ourselves like a dry sponge into the water. We can all attest to a hard week full of challenges whether that’s at work or home, school or college and the difficulties we experience can harden us up like that dry sponge. But God is gracious and ministers to us when we ask Him to, whether that’s in a worship service or on our own or in a small group where we can have the support and encouragement of others. After each service there is an opportunity for us to receive prayer, why not take advantage of that and ask for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit?

Someone once said, ‘All Word and no Spirit we dry up. All Spirit and no Word, we blow up. [But with] Spirit and Word together we grow up.’ 
One of the issues surrounding any discussion about receiving the power of the Holy Spirit is that He can have the capacity to unsettle. If we’re honest despite all that we say most of us like to be in control of ourselves and our situations and this talk of asking for someone else to be in control is something that we struggle with. If you recall Jesus challenges that thinking; we explored that in our sermon Values – being disciples based on the calling of the first disciples in Matthew (4:18-22) and the danger of buying into the comfortable compromise of conditional discipleship. 

For those of you familiar with the Alpha Course the person of the Holy Spirit is explored in some depth as people find out about who He is and what He does. There is an opportunity during the course for the Holy Spirit to come and minister to people. And from my own experience that can be a scary moment, what’s going to happen? But He is gentle and supportive and meets us exactly where we are. He accepts us as we are and with our permission starts to act in our lives, gently showing us where through the grace of God we can change our values.

That invitation and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in a small group can be liberating not only to individuals but can also encourage the group as they receive as well. This is the value of small groups where people are accepted for who they are and others are supportive. We currently have two house groups but if we are serious about growing our faith we would do well to expand both the number of groups and those who meet in such a group. I gave an invitation at the start of this series for that to happen. The gospel calls us to be bold and imaginative and not stand still. 

In today’s culture people are not persuaded by what you say, the sense of authority that was around years ago doesn’t apply. The underlying implication of ‘your truth is not my truth’ runs through our whole society. People are rather persuaded, when they see the effect of Christian values on us as friends, work colleagues, family members or school friends and wonder why. 

It’s like if I am holding a glass of water and you bump in to me what spills out is the water. And it’s the same if we bump into other people, what spills out is what’s in our hearts. If our hearts are full of anger, bitterness, envy or greed for example then those things will spill out into that meeting or relationship. But if our hearts are filled with the Holy Spirit then He will spill out instead. Catherine touched on this the other week as we explored Values – doing evangelism. It’s not about saying well I’m not an evangelist so therefore...it’s about letting the Holy Spirit leak out. As Paul encourages Philemon, ‘I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.’ (v6)
In leaving the story of blind Bartimaeus we are faced with one question from Jesus, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ There is only one answer if we wish to be a true disciple, ‘Rabbi, I want to see.’ In answering, there are still two choices either the road back to Jericho and the world OR the road to Jerusalem with Jesus.   
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� ‘Managing our roads’ a report prepared for the Department for Transport in 2003 in which it was predicted that there would be an increase of vehicle traffic of between 20 to 25% by 2010.
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� In the Book of Common Prayer service of Holy Baptism the minister shall immerse the baby in the font. 
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