Sermon for All Saints – Nov 1st 2010 – Ps 33:1-5; Mat 5:1-12

Let’s pray: Dear Lord, would you be with us know as we look at your word together. Amen.

I don’t know if you’ve ever spent much of your time around teachers (both of my parents were teachers) – but they never miss an opportunity to teach something important – when you’re a kid sometimes you wish they would just stop, but it’s like they can’t quite help themselves… 

And so our passage from Matthew begins, ‘When Jesus saw the crowds’, he gathers his friends around him, and begins to teach them. Whenever Jesus does this, you know that it is going to be something important. We know from the previous chapter that this crowd on the mountain was huge, filled with people who had travelled far just to encounter Jesus, and who brought with them many different needs. 

It would be easy to look out from the mountainside over all these people and see a nameless sea of faces, to be overwhelmed by the vast numbers and the great need. And yet, Jesus is far from overwhelmed. Rather than a crowd, he sees individuals, and he knows their hearts and all that has brought them to this place. These are precisely the people that Jesus has come to earth to love and to serve, and he wants his friends to be clear about this – to understand that he isn’t wishing they would all go away, but instead that he longs for each one of these people to know his great compassion for them and to pour out blessing upon them in their time of need.  

And so Jesus begins to teach his friends. Blessed are… and it’s now that you fully realise that rather than a single mass of need, he appreciates amongst this gathering there are those who feel poor in spirit, those who are mourning, those who feel powerless, and those who are desperate for justice to be done, for right to prevail, and for peace to come. He sees those who are struggling with being taken advantage of or who feel intimidated… Jesus knows and understands. And he says that they are blessed, not because somehow they are happy to find themselves in this position, but because in travelling on their journey this far, they have come because they know that they need compassion; that they don’t want things to always be this way.

And so Jesus looks out over this sea of faces, these for whom life is a struggle, or a disappointment – these whom the world would call the have-nots, and Jesus declares to his friends – I see them differently - these will become the haves… they have access to the kingdom of heaven, they will know what it is to be comforted, to experience mercy and to see God in unexpected places. They will be called God’s children. Jesus knows that they and we are individuals who need to hear truth and reassurance, comfort and hope and he emphasises that no-one escapes God’s notice in God’s kingdom because all are known by him and loved by him. 

When Jesus is around, no-one is lost in a crowd, Jesus knows each and every one of us and our needs, what has brought us here this evening, even if we haven’t spoken them aloud to anyone else. And his words here remind us that he stands here amongst us, understanding all that we have known and endured, and he looks upon us with compassion. We are not just a random gathering of people to him, but individuals whom he loves and cares for deeply…  

Let’s pray: Dear God, please be close to us in our need. Thank you that you know us each individually, and that you care about us deeply. Would you visit us with your comfort and your peace at this time, bless us we pray. Amen. 

