Luke 2:25-35

The passage has us in the story of the baby Jesus being taken to the temple for the first time, and being whisked away from his parent by a complete stranger who starts to praise God.

We have two prophesies:  one fulfilled and a new one made.  Symeon had been foretold that he would see the Christ before he died.  Mary and Joseph learnt something of what Jesus’ earthly ministry would be like and how it would end.

As we go through the rest of lent, can we think about what it was like for Mary to spend the next 30 or so years waiting for the prophesy to come to fulfilment?

Do you find waiting stressful?  I don’t like surprises which aren’t surprises.  If someone says something’s is happening, and I ask what it is, to be told it is a surprise – it drives me nuts.  We don’t know how old Symeon was or how long he had to wait.  Only that he knew that sometime before he died he would see the Christ.  How did both Symeon and Mary cope with waiting so long?

There is within the passage an unusual event.  In verse 25-27, we have three mentions of the Holy Spirit in three verses.  Firstly, we are told that the Holy Spirit “was upon” him, an excitingly vague term to express such a powerful idea.  One of the translations, with a bit of poetic licence, phrases it ‘rested on’ him.  To me this gives a sense of comfort or comfortableness, a sense of continuing presence.  The Old Testament has instances of the Holy Spirit coming suddenly upon people to do something dramatic.  But it is rare to have this continuous presence - And Symeon is described with some serious words such as ‘righteous’ and ‘devout’.  How comfortable are you in the presence of the Spirit?

Then we read how Symeon was open to revelation from the Holy Spirit, open to hear from God.  Is God trying to talk to you, maybe through feelings, concerns, anticipations, visions, prayers?

Then we are told that he was moved/guided to go the temple.  This made me think about how he was in communion with the Spirit before temple/church.  Is church your oasis of spiritual calm?  An hour to do spiritual things away from the hassle of life which so often gets in the away? But by being in the Spirit before arriving at temple/church, Symeon was ready to act, ready to see.  How else was it possible to recognize a small baby as the Christ, God’s saviour of the world?

All God’s plans come to completion.  Symeon saw the Christ; we know that the prophecy about Jesus came to fulfilment, and we’ll think more about that as we proceed through the rest of Lent.  One of the great things about parenting, is it gives us a hint of the love that God has for us.  So if we are waiting, let’s wait in the Spirit: let’s be nurtured by God’s love so that no matter how long we have to wait: we can be ready, be expectant.

So what are we waiting for God to do?

Some questions:

1. The lectionary writers have chosen two gospel passages to be used on Mothering Sunday every year: one is Luke 2:33-35 with a prophesy of a “sword” through Mary’s soul; the other is John 19:25-27 which has Mary looking up at the cross watching Jesus die.  Do think that this is a reaction to the way that we have developed Mother’s day as something “pink and fluffy”, or do they reflect something important about the mother/child relationship which we chose to ignore.  Or are they just a miserable lot?

2. Protestant churches have often complained about the significance that Catholics give to Mary.  But could it be that Protestants downplay her role to much?  Do we miss something of Jesus’ humanity if we move too quickly over these type of passages?

3. The prophesy of Luke 2:33-35 for the child Jesus was fulfilled in his ministry some 30 years later?  But does something of the message about Jesus causing ‘falling and rising’ and revealing heart still hold true?

4. Luke 2:25-27 mentions the Holy Spirit and Symeon three times.  Comfortable in the Spirit’s presence.  Open to receive the Spirit’s revelation.  Moved by the Holy Spirit to be ready.  Where do you feel you are with the Spirit?  Do you feel nurtured by God?

5. What are you waiting for?  What are you expecting?

