14th February 2010
Lk 9: 28-36

The Transfiguration
Introduction

I suppose on this particular day
 you would be excused if you rewound the years and drew on that stock of romantic memories that you have. Now I have a varied musical taste which includes being a fan of that wonderful singer Dean Martin. In fact I was only listening to a CD of his only yesterday. Included on it was the track – Memories are made of this (1955). 

There are some wonderful words which sum up this romantic recollection that hopefully you have been encouraged to indulge in over the past few weeks to culminate into today... 

Take one fresh and tender kiss
Add one stolen night of bliss
One girl, one boy
Some grief, some joy
Memories are made of this

Don't forget a small moonbeam
Fold in lightly with a dream
Your lips and mine
Two sips of wine
Memories are made of this

Then add the wedding bells
One house where lovers dwell
Three little kids for flavor
Stir carefully through the days
See how the flavor stays
These are the dreams you will savor
Memories as we all know are very powerful both in a negative and positive sense and will in many cases determine what we do or think.  

The Transfiguration 
The power of memories bring us nicely to today’s gospel reading in which is outlined an enigmatic point in Jesus’ ministry. Not only was it puzzling to Peter (v33) but it can seem puzzling to us. What is happening in this story? On the face of it it’s quite straight forward. Jesus invites three of his closest disciples to accompany him up a mountain.
There we are told something amazing happens to Jesus, he changes from his normal appearance. And two other men join him – Moses and Elijah. Now in the ancient Biblical world mountains had a particular significance. For those of you who have stood on top of a mountain there is a sense that you feel closer to the sky. It’s not surprising then that mountains fulfil that sense of a place where the distance between heaven and earth becomes narrower. It can appear that heaven and earth touch.

Now with echoes of the garden of Gethsemane (ff. Mt 26:36) where these three disciples again appear, they are here sleepy. Given the possible significance of what Jesus was about to do (meet with God) you would have thought that the disciples would have stayed fully awake to absorb all that was going to take place. But we read this scripture with the benefit of hindsight and not in the context of a tiring climb up a mountain. 
Eventually Peter coming fully awake suggests building three shelters, but as the scripture tells us he fails to fully understand what’s going on here (v 33b). An interpretation of this could indicate that Peter was thinking in terms of a celebration for the Feast of Booths or Tabernacles. A feast that looked forward to the arrival of the time when God’s eternal plan for humanity would be fulfilled; in other words the final exodus from this world into God’s recreated perfect world.

Peter in identifying Moses and Elijah in whose ministry he would have recognised hope and fulfilment of God’s promises, wants to give all three equal status. It’s there where he makes his mistake. He wants to place Jesus, Moses and Elijah on the same level. 

It is at this point clarification for Peter and us leaps off the page. Instead of the three way conversation that has taken place, now we are privy to one voice. God the Father clearly speaks into this scene. The speech has again resonances with another occasion – the Baptism of Christ recorded in Luke 3. There is a significant difference from ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’ to ‘this is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.’ 
There is an emphatic shift in emphasis here, God is stating categorically that Jesus is ‘chosen’ and that they and by implication we are to ‘listen’ to him.  All at once God the Father destroys any notion that Peter and the others have that Jesus is to be an equal with Moses and Elijah and for that matter anybody else. 
A unique claim

Not only was this a revolutionary claim in Jesus’ day, given the reverence that Moses had in the life of the Jew but it’s just as revolutionary today. In our pluralistic culture many people are searching for spiritual examples. With the result that a series of metaphorical booths can be set up so a piece can be taken from one booth and mixed with something from another booth; it’s almost like a Woolworth’s pic n’ mix to create a hierarchy of holiness that suits. 
The heavenly voice of God the Father cuts through that thinking, because he is the ultimate voice of authority. He calls all humanity to himself through the atoning work of his Son. The world does not need the clash of competing religions what it needs is a Saviour and the identification of that person is here clearly stated.

Chapters 4 and 5 of the Book of Revelation reveal the uniqueness of and relationship between God the Father and God the Son. To miss that is to miss the importance of Christ within the worship life of the church.
A change of heart
However the Transfiguration needs more than words, it needs a change of heart. Which leads us to metaphorically sit at our Lord’s feet to listen like a child to his story as he unfolds it? 
You will recall the conflict between the two sisters Mary and Martha (11:38-41) with Martha rushing around preparing the house for Jesus whilst Mary sat at his feet listening to him. Weighing that scripture reveals what Jesus calls us to do. 

What Jesus calls us to is a reflective interaction with his teaching to enable us to wisely hear what he is saying to us and for that to translate itself into our interaction with others. It calls us to view the world differently and expects us to have a distinctive perspective on its moral values. 
It’s been interesting to hear that in action recently with both Rowan Williams and Vincent Nichols speaking into quality of life issues. Rowan Williams at the General Synod in his Presidential address stepped into the current debate about assisted suicide when he said ‘that granting ‘a right to die’ is a moral mistake.’
 Similarly Vincent Nichols speaking for the Roman Catholic Church about compassion in the NHS says that ‘patients are more than a set of medical problems.’ and linking that with the calls for assisted suicide and euthanasia stating, ‘calls for...reflect a society that does not know how to deal with death.’
 In both cases these are examples where the church can and has a right to be actively involved in wisely interpreting God’s word.
Memories
Which brings us back to memories, Peter and the other disciples didn’t fully understand what they were seeing evidenced by the last verse in other reading, ‘the disciples kept this to themselves.’ (v 36). It wasn’t until later, until after the Resurrection that things started to be slotted into place. For example the experience of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus and Jesus’ appearances to the wider body of disciples. On both occasions he opened their hearts and minds to all that scripture and he had said to them. In other words he used their memories to be an effective conduit for his service.
� Saint Valentine (Latin Valentinus) commonly held to be one of the martyred saints of Rome. He was thought to have been martyred under Claudius II (AD 269, 270 or 273) for marrying Christian couples and generally assisting Christians who at that time were being persecuted. Because of the scarcity of information the RC Church removed him from the general list of saints in 1969. 


� Church Times 12th February 2010 page 20


� BBC News 13th February 2010 at http://news.bbc.co.uk
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