Sermon for 8th May 2011 – Luke 24: 13-35


The invisible but ever present God
Two guys heading out of Jerusalem, feeling down and despondent because of the recent death of their leader. A very special person who they have related to in a big way, someone they have seen do wondrous things and administer fantastic teaching, someone they had admired, loved and looked up to, a person that could rouse their hearts and minds. Yet things had turned against them, the same people that had welcomed that same special person into Jerusalem a few days before as a saviour, a hero, someone who would redeem Israel, rescue them from beneath the Roman yoke. These same people had turned against Him even to the extent that when given the choice had elected to have Him put to death. Perhaps these two travellers thought they would be next and were leaving Jerusalem in fear for their lives, or perhaps they just thought this was the end of a time of hope, and now downcast and dejected they were going back to try and piece together whatever was left of their previous lives.
Then the very person that was central to recent events, the very person they were mourning appears beside them. You would think that they would look up in shock and recognising Jesus they would rejoice in happiness, or at the very least be surprised and dumfounded that He was again amongst them, living flesh and blood. Yet they did not recognise him, or as the scripture says were even ‘kept’ from recognising him. Maybe they were subconsciously denying the possibility that their Lord could be walking amongst them again and their minds denied recognition because of this, or maybe God was keeping recognition of Jesus from them for His own purpose. But then Jesus asks them about the things they had been discussing together as they walked. One of the two, Cleopas replies perhaps in surprise “are you only a visitor to Jerusalem that you do not know the things that have happened there in these days?”  Jerusalem would have been full of Jewish Pilgrims from all over the country at this time of Passover, news of Jesus’s crucifixion would have spread rapidly all over the city and beyond, so it would have been surprising that this person seemed to have no knowledge of these events.
Do we, like Cleopas and his companion, fail to recognise Jesus even when we know him intimately? Do we go through life trying to come to terms with events and actions that affect us without recognising Jesus’s presence alongside us. Do we miss the offer of His helping hand when we need it most? Do we miss the sanctuary of His arms outstretched in love to us when we despair? Do we miss His comforting words when we are faced with the trials of this life? Do we miss his laughter or fail to rejoice in his congratulations. Do we fail perhaps to recognise His friendship, or forget to thank Him for the blessings of this life, thinking that these rewards are the results of our own actions and not given through the grace of God? 
One of the speakers at Spring Harvest this year gave an illustration that really stuck in my mind. He asked his audience a question, one that I myself have voiced over the years; he asked “how do we know that God is with us here on earth, how do we know that he is in control?” the audience was quiet, not one person offered an answer, quite frankly I didn’t have a clue. Then he asked “what is it you do every day of your life, what is that you do all the time and don’t even give it a second thought?” The answer was we breathe, we take breath nonstop without even thinking about it. Because we breathe the breath of life we know for sure God is here, for only through the grace of God do we take each breath, if God wasn’t here with us, if he no longer held sway over His creation then we wouldn’t breathe and we would not have life.
But back to the Luke passage, Jesus remarks how foolish these two men are in their failure to remember all that the prophets had spoken in times past, Jesus was a Rabi and great teacher, he would have known intimately all of these stories about himself, he knew who he was and what he had to endure to fulfil these prophecy’s, so he goes on to remind them starting with Moses and moving on through all the prophets what had been said in scripture about Himself.
No one else in the history of humanity has had a whole collection of books written about them before they were even born. In His time on earth Jesus fulfilled over 300 Old Testament prophecies spoken by different people over many hundreds of years. Scripture explains quite a few times how Jesus had reminded people of these prophecies when they had either forgotten or failed to realise the significance of these words. For an example of his prophesying His own death you only have to go back a few chapters to Luke 24: 6-7 or Luke18: 32.
Now here’s an interesting thing. We actually live in the time of the resurrection, between the first and second coming of Christ, Cleopas and his friend lived in the first few days of this time, but they didn’t realise it. Likewise do we need to be reminded of that 1st and only resurrection so far? Take a look at Revelation 1: 5 for that reminder. Sure scripture tells us Jesus miraculously brought back people from death, remember Lazarus? But these people although they enjoyed years of further life, went on to die again because they remained mortal. Only Jesus Christ so far has been truly resurrected and gone on to live an immortal life as promised to all of us by God. 
We look forward as Christians to our own resurrection when we will receive perfect bodies and be able to live without pain and sin and in the presence of the resurrected Jesus. He has paved the way for us, proved that the promises of God are a reality. I have a little request, after this service take a Bible and turn to the book of Revelation chapter 21, then starting at verse 1 read at least to verse 7, go on I dare you, it will only take a few minutes to read one of the most beautiful passages in the whole of scripture, full of promise, the true beginning at the end of all things, something to stir our hearts and imaginations. It never fails to bring a tear to my eye.

So here written time and time again in scripture, the rewards of our faith are plain for all of us to see 2 Corinthians 4: 15-18 is another good example. Yet like Cleopas and his friend millions of us, and I’m talking more outside the Christian faith here, the secular view, fail to see the presence of God, miss the significance of God’s actions, or even refuse to acknowledge these actions even when God gives a real life demonstration of what He has to offer us if we would only be willing to reach out and grasp it. Moving further along in the Luke story we find that Jesus is only finally recognised when he gives thanks and breaks the bread at table. I wonder why this is. Maybe because he did a similar act at the last supper, the night of His betrayal and the penny drops? This is MY body given for you – perhaps a dead giveaway? Sorry no pun intended!
But then something strange happens, Luke writes ‘He disappeared from their sight’ He disappears? we are not told in what manner – poof and he’s gone, this is what it sounds like, Jesus does not get up and walk around the room saying goodbye, it is the middle of the night, where would he go? 
But will we recognise Jesus Christ when he comes again, scripture tells us we should prepare now for this time (Luke 12: 40) for it is soon and it is said that he will come unannounced but swiftly and unmistakably and in glory (Revelation 1: 7). We live in between the two comings of Jesus we must be better prepared than Cleopas and his companion. We would be wise to take more notice of what is written in scripture than they did. Remember what all the prophets had to say, we have the advantage of history, we know not only through the writings of the prophets, but also through the Gospels that Christ has actually risen immortal, he is the first and only resurrected body, a glimpse of what we as Christians can look forward to. 
One thing is for sure, unlike Cleopas and his travelling companion we must not despair in the death of Christ whatever happens in our lives. We must remain true to our faith through thick and thin. We must remember we already live in the time of resurrection, God’s ultimate plan is fully launched and well under way, God is with us here and now, he is and always will be in full control, His presence here on earth is undeniable. We must not slip back to our old lives, those lives we had before we came to Christ in faith. What we must do and do without delay is look inside ourselves, discard forever all that we find as bad and sinful, prepare ourselves spiritually and look for Christ’s second coming. Only then will we be ready to enjoy our own resurrection, and finally realise at the end of all things, the full glory, grace, love and promise of our ever present God.
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