John 14:15-21 Celebrating the Holy Spirit.

I hope that you have been enjoying this sermon series as much as I have. I have really enjoyed each sermon so far and what I have found so fascinating about it is the way that it keeps on highlighting the importance of relationship. No matter what we do we can not get away from the fact that God is a relational being/God. Even before the creation, when nothing existed except for God, God still enjoyed relationship within himself. 
I live alone, but I talk to myself,.. God had communion with himself because God can do that. He is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Now it isn’t easy to understand the trinity but the one thing we can be sure of is this, there is relationship within the Godhead quite apart from creation. 

The best way that I could think of to describe the Trinity was this…Do you remember the little TV character called Morph? Morph was made of clay and the interesting thing about him was that he could change his shape and become anything he needed to become in order to accomplish what he needed to accomplish. He could transform himself into anything.
Show clay…Take a piece off and make a ball and it doesn’t become anything less than the piece left behind. It is still a lump of clay no matter what shape it ends up. It will never be anything less than clay. This helps me to think about God because if I say that this clay is God, the one God that Christians worship and I then take a piece of this clay and call it Jesus, Jesus can take on a shape of his own but he never ceases to be God, And if I then take another piece and call this Holy Spirit, H.S. never ceases to be God either. These lumps of clay like Jesus and the Holy Spirit, can take any shape or form that they like, but in essence they are the same. The essential nature does not change. So when we talk about Jesus or Holy Spirit we are always talking about God. Each is equal to the other one does not become more and another less, one is not greater than the other. The Trinity knows perfect relationship, perfect harmony there is no hierarchy, each individual represents the whole.
That is why Jesus said ‘if you have seen me you have seen the father,’ Jesus is able to say ‘I and the father are one’. ‘I do nothing apart from the Father.’ (John 10:30, & 14:9) Jesus ministered in the power of the Holy Spirit, He was led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit and he came out of the wilderness filled with the Spirit.

Change metaphors. Tank of water and sponge. 

In our passage Jesus says ‘on that day you will realise that I am in my father, and you are in me, and I am in you.  
So where is Jesus?   In the Father.

Where are we Christians?  In Jesus.

So if Jesus is in the Father, where are we? In Jesus, in the father. 

But where else is Jesus?  In us.
So if Jesus is in the father and in us?....

There are no limits no boundaries there are only permeable boundaries. The life of the Spirit should flow freely through us touching others with the life of Jesus, bringing others into a relationship with God. 

It gets complicated doesn’t it? 

Think of my tank of water as the Father and the Holy Spirit. The sponge is Jesus. Jesus is in the Father, he is also in the Spirit in fact he is totally immersed in the Spirit. But just like this sponge cannot be in the water without the water being in the sponge, so Jesus cannot be in the father without the father being in him. Nor can he be in the Spirit without the Spirit being in him.

Jesus and the Holy Spirit and the Father are all one. Where one is there are the others not because they are 3 sep beings who enjoy hanging out together but because they are one being, one in essence, inseparable. 

Take sponge out of water.

So if we take Jesus and look at his life on earth we see that everywhere that he went, he made an impact, every life he touched knew that they had encountered more than a man. He taught with authority they said, he drove out demons, he healed the sick, he raised the dead, how? Through the power of the life giving Spirit. It is the Spirit that brings life.
Now, when we read through the bible we find that the Holy Spirit was there at creation, hovering over the waters I imagine it as I said before with God talking within himself. 
The Father says I know! Lets expand our communion and lets create a universe with creatures and beings of all kinds. 
And Jesus says great idea this is how we can do it and Jesus draws up the plans and the rotas and the father sets the time scale and then as soon as the father gives the word the Spirit bursts forth into action bringing new life wherever she goes. 
And there we have it finished on the 6th day and God says it is very good. 
God walks with humanity in the garden on a daily basis, unbroken communion, permeable boundaries, all wonderful. But then humanity spoils it all through rebellion and disobedience and something like a great dark cloud descends and separates humanity from God.  The relationship is broken and God grieves. And ever since that day God has been longing for, yearning for that relationship to be healed; for us to be one with him again.
So. Here is another sponge this sponge represents a human being. An unbeliever.

The only way back to God now is through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ the one God sent to be our bridge back to the Father. So… When Jesus came down to earth and he went about among us it was like this sponge coming near to this dry sponge. The Holy spirit is pouring out from Jesus touching all those he came into contact with. The seed of life is planted wherever the ground is fertile. When a nonbeliever comes into contact with Jesus they are always affected but there is always a choice. 

The choice is believe and be baptised, or reject and stay dry. If there is no desire for God, if the person rejects Jesus then the few drops of water will eventually dry out and the person will remain unchanged. But if the person receives Jesus, accepts Jesus, then the desire will become a thirst and they will want more of this life giving water that Jesus offers. They repent and believe and become born again, born of the Spirit. 

But there’s more…

You see throughout the OT there are examples of the Spirit coming upon certain people at certain times for specific purposes. People like…

And throughout there is the promise of more, In Joel 2 we see the promise of God is that there will come a day when The Spirit will be poured out on all peoples.

The Spirit will no longer be limited to certain special people for big tasks like leading the people of God. Instead the Spirit is promised to be poured out in abundance on every believer.

So that means that our dry sponge that has received and welcomed the Holy Spirit is invited into this deep communion with God through baptism in the Holy Spirit. We are now invited into God, to immerse ourselves in the Spirit. To jump into the river. To drink until we are overflowing with the life of God flowing in us, through us and out to others.

And the more we welcome the Holy Spirit the more the life of God will impact those around us. 

What was it that transformed the disciples, from fearful followers who met behind locked doors for fear of the officials, into bold witnesses for Christ? What made such a difference to their ministry? Jesus told them to go into the city and wait for the promise of the father. The day we now know as the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out without measure. 
Put dry sponge into the water.

So we are to ask for Jesus to baptise us in His Holy Spirit. We are to welcome the gift of the father, the Holy Spirit we are to immerse ourselves in the life of the Spirit so that we become more and more like God. So that everywhere we go rivers of living water will flow from us to bring life to others. 

Take sponge around.

We are to be filled and to go on being filled, because it is continuous tense, with the Spirit so that all the negative, destructive, bits of our nature are washed away and so that we radiate the life of God from within us.
Ask yourself what rubs off onto others when you come into contact with them. Are you so full of bitterness, resentment, hatred that the flow of the Spirit is quenched? Are you so negative and fearful about the Holy Spirit that you have closed yourself off from any further experience? Have you settled for a cup half full out of fear of what others may think? Or are you ready to celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and get into the river? Because if Jesus only ministered in the power of the Holy Spirit what makes us think that we can get by with anything less?

Amen. 

Questions
1. How do you view the Trinity; is there a hierarchy?

2. Meditate on John 14 & 15 see how many times John talks about Jesus in us: in the Father; remain in me etc compare with Ephesians 1&2 especially 2:6

3. Do you think that Jesus healed people through his divinity or through his humanity in the power of the H.S? What difference is there? And what difference do you think that it makes to the way we are called to minister. (if confused ask me about it)

4. How thirsty are you for the Holy Spirit?
5. Are you full of the Spirit and ministering in the power of the Spirit?

6. How do you know?

7. Ask yourselves the questions in the last paragraph of the sermon.
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