Jesus the Light of the World.

John 8:12-30
Continuing with our sermon series on the ‘I am sayings of Jesus this week we are looking at Jesus claim to be the ‘light of the world’.

Right back at the very beginning of creation on day one God created light. Genesis 1:3

‘And God said, “let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good and He separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day” and the darkness “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning -  the first day. 

Imagine, all God has to do is speak four little words and light bursts forth. His word is creative; his word is a word of command. Let there be light! And there it is pouring out everywhere. I imagine light of every colour and hew dancing swirling bouncing here and there. What a wonderful sight it must have been. 

Scientists today are still discovering the complex qualities of light. Professor Nakamaru discovered the blue light just a few years ago which has transformed the technology that we enjoy today. Apparently the blue light used in our computers and  DVD equipement can store 4 times as much data as the red light of previous years. I find it amazing that light is used to store information. The professor wants to use his discovery to bring light into parts of the world that have never had electricity. He is apparently considering using ‘Let there be light’ as his motto for his research.
I wonder if he knows that someone got there 1st? 

Let there be Light. It seems to me that would be a good motto for each one of us to carry with us into this week. Imagine if everywhere we went this week, we had it in mind to spread light. Imagine each situation you face this week illuminated by light. 
At the beginning of John’s gospel John tells us that Jesus was there at the beginning of creation and that God made all things through Him. He tells us that nothing was made without Him. John says, in Jesus was life, and that life was the light of all people. That light shone in the darkness but the darkness has never understood it or overcome it.

The darkness has never understood it, it’s far too complex. 

Just a few verses on in John 1:6 we are told that John the Baptist was sent as a witness to the light and the true light, Jesus, who gives light to everyone was coming into the world.

From then on in John’s gospel we see debate after debate where people of all walks of life wrestle over the one question. Who is this Jesus?
It is the question we have been debating ourselves in the Alpha groups over these past two weeks. People still wrestle with the question today.

In John’s gospel some people think that Jesus was a prophet, others he was a good man, some were ready to accept him as the messiah while others cannot believe that the messiah will come out of Galilee. Some are so opposed to him that they even believe he is possessed with a devil. 

If you read through the gospel you get a real sense of the perplexity of ordinary people, wrestling with prejudice, impatience, confusion and even anger as they struggle with what they are seeing and hearing. All the time the struggle is to separate light and darkness, truth and error and ultimately faith and unbelief. 
I think we should always be wrestling and questioning and digger deeper because it shows that we are still growing. It’s a good struggle, it’s a necessary struggle and it is Jesus himself who instigates the struggle each time. Every time the crowds think they have settled the issue in their own minds as to who Jesus is it’s as if he throws another hand grenade into the pot and blows their thinking to pieces and they have to start again.

“I am the light of the world,” he tells them plainly, “whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
Last week end I was away on retreat with all the other curates in this diocese; about 30 or so of us. We stayed at a place called Park Place in Fareham. In order to create community it was decided that we would all go out for an Indian meal together on the Saturday night. Now, Park place sits in the middle of nowhere, set back from the road quite a bit with a long driveway. The road from the end of the driveway down into the village does not have street lights.

As people were getting ready to go out one woman was concerned about the long dark walk. Afraid that she may get left behind and not be able to keep up she asked some of the others to hang back to make sure she was alright. In order to ensure their support she produced a torch, to which others argued that she would be much better off without the torch because she would get her ‘night eyes’ quicker. 
Well the conversation went back and forth with several guys trying to convince her to leave behind her torch. There were stories of how she had tried that before and had the bruises to prove it. Stories from the guys about concentrating so hard on the little bit of ground in front of your feet that you don’t see the sign post and go the wrong way. People were becoming experts on the for and against of using a torch in the dark late at night. However, the lady was not going to be separated from her trusty torch no matter what any one else had to say.

You can just picture it can’t you? A large group of overfed, ‘possibly quite happy’ Curates stumbling out of the Indian restaurant late at night and fumbling their way  along a dark country lane trying to find the entrance to Park place. 
Some marching ahead full of confidence; and others picking their way along gingerly.

I would like to be able to tell you that it was like the story of the tortoise and the hare where those full of confidence with their night eyes strode off only to end up in the ditch while the cautious torch bearing little band overtook and reached the house 1st. Unfortunately that was not the case. Those with the torch stumbled and picked their way along the road unable to even think about making intelligent conversation because they were so concentrating on where they were going; whilst the night eyes group had no problem entering into deep theological debate as they strode off into the dark.
Jesus said “I am the light of the world, whoever follows me will never walk in darkness.” 

Now we are all on a journey, and each of us is at different stages along the road and its not for me to judge who was right and wrong in the group of curates. But we can draw some thoughts out of the story. 

The torch is a great invention, it has its purpose and value, and maybe it has helped us a great deal to get where we are now, but sometimes it is like the baby walker, there comes a day when we have to let go and trust our legs. Maybe there comes a day when we realise the light we have been trusting in is no longer sufficient and we need to let go of our limited understanding in order to see the bigger picture.
After Jesus said he was the light of the world, there is more debate among the Jews and then Jesus gives them a sign, or a living demonstration of how he can make such a claim. 
He heals a blind man. The man was born blind, he has never seen the light of day. The Jews ask Jesus who is at fault, the man or his parents. And Jesus says neither were at fault but this has happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.

You see the Jews had a mind set. They believed that if the man was blind it must be a result of sin. He must have done something bad, or his parents must have done something bad for him to be born blind. Jesus blows their thinking to pieces. Jesus sheds light on the situation by saying No this isn’t because of their sin this is so that you can see God at work in me. And with that he heals the man.

Jesus the light of the world brings light to the one who cannot see. He opens blind eyes, he gives sight to the blind. What more can he do to prove himself. He couldn’t have chosen a more fitting miracle to demonstrate and prove his message. The evidence is plain for all to see Jesus is the light of the world. Yet some refuse to acknowledge this sign. So the result is that blind people see, and some who could see, become blind.
There is a saying that goes, ‘there is none so blind as those that will not see.’ 

Sometimes we are so proud and stubborn that we refuse to see what is right in front of our eyes. 
You see light always shows up what is hidden in the darkness. For those who refuse to humble themselves, who think they see and don’t, those who have things to hide, don’t like the light, they are the ones who end up groping about in the darkness stumbling along and getting nowhere fast. They will not come to the light because they are afraid that their deeds will be exposed. 

But for those who are genuinely searching, Jesus the light of the world is no threat, Those who are genuinely wrestling and grappling with stuff in order to understand fully are never disappointed like are the blind man, suddenly or little by little they will see. These are the ones who follow Jesus and who are then sent out into the world to open other blind eyes and to shine as lights for others to see. 
Where are you? Are you like the curates marching up the road using their ‘night eyes’ with others following behind?

Are you trusting your ‘night eyes’ but struggling to keep up?

Are you still clinging onto your torch afraid to let it go in case you fall?
Are you drawing people back expecting them to stay with you and walk with you because of fear?

Are you stumbling about in the darkness not sure which way to turn?

Are you concentrating so hard on the bit of the path that you can see that you cannot see the bigger picture?

Are you ready to be a light for others or do you still need to see the light yourself?

What questions are you wrestling with at the moment and are you able to have a debate or conversation with others who can help you to think through things more clearly?

I began this talk by mentioning the professor who was considering having as his motto ‘Let there be light’ for his research. I suggested that it would be a good motto for us to carry around with us this week. So that every place we go, every conversation we have and every situation we face we seek to bring the light of Jesus into. Perhaps that would be a good way of reminding ourselves of who this  Jesus really is and perhaps we may have a testimony or two to share next week about the effect that ‘Jesus the light of the world’ has had on people’s lives.   
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