6th March 2011

Jdgs 2:6-19

E100 – Round and round we go

6 THE JUDGES

Interactive introduction
Think about the four main characters from the readings:

• Deborah: unlikely choice in a male-dominated culture, yet with great courage to fulfil God’s call.

• Gideon: reticent leader, yet willing to be used if God was really calling.

• Samson: great start with a supportive and committed family, yet with areas of weakness that hampered work.

• Ruth: life had dealt tragic blows yet still she sought to be faithful in life and service.

Ask the group to consider which of these they relate to most closely and why.

Overview of the previous five readings
• The period of the Judges is hallmarked by a cycle of disobedience and defeat. The Israelites failed to learn lessons from their own history. Yet, in the midst of the unfaithfulness, some characters stood out from the crowd, pointing people back to God.

• Deborah, the only female judge, was obedient to God’s call, showing great courage in the face of adversity.

• Gideon, a reticent leader who wanted to be doubly sure that the call was really from God, placed his total trust in God’s ability to win the battle, not simply the size of the army.

• Samson, with God-fearing parents who set apart their son from birth, rebelled against the constraints of his parents’ religion, resulting in humiliation and captivity.

• Ruth used personal tragedy to develop character and a lasting testimony instead of allowing it to make her bitter and resentful.
Going deeper
This set of readings includes issues which could evoke deep-rooted sadness and frustration. Within your group there are likely to be those who have children or grandchildren whose minds and hearts are closed to issues of faith. This can be very painful. Throughout your discussions, such people need to be shown sensitivity and understanding, coupled with supportive love.
• Which is harder: discovering God’s will or obeying it? What appropriate methods should we use to know for sure that it is God who is calling us to pursue a certain path?
• Think about Christian families who have experienced children or young people going off the rails and turning their backs on God. Explore reasons why this might happen, the resulting feelings and attitudes. Consider appropriate ways the churches can support families going through the trauma of rebellion.

• Compare and contrast the reactions of Naomi and Ruth. How can we help people come through times of personal tragedy in ways which result in the development of strong and positive character traits?
Personal challenge
How do you view those who have gone off the rails? Do you need God to soften your heart towards them? How have you handled tragedy in your life: has it left you bitter and resentful? If so, allow God to break into that area to bring healing and wholeness. Or if you have never had such an experience, pray that should there be such an event, you would be spiritually equipped to respond like Ruth.

Close the session this week by praying for Christian families who have children who have fundamentally rebelled against God. Pray that the parents would receive comfort and hope, and pray that God’s infectious love would draw these lost ones back to himself.
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