James 2:14-26
Compassion

Prayer. - Let us pray, Father we have heard so much already about your heart of compassion for the poor. As we look now at your written word and together listen to my spoken word may this become for us your living word that moves our hearts with the same compassion, and desire for obedience. Fill us with your Holy Spirit, convict us of the need for action and help us to respond with generous hearts, amen.

Well, there were some very strong words there in our reading this morning from James. James is addressing a very common problem among the believers and challenging some of our lukewarm behaviour. 
And the problem is this, these people claim to have faith in God but there is very little evidence of that faith to be seen in their lives. 
Some people think that all you need is faith; ‘I believe there is a God but I don’t need to go to church.’
‘I believe there is a God but it’s a private matter between me and him.’
‘I believe there is a God but I don’t need to change my lifestyle.’
Genuine faith, has to be in the person of Jesus Christ for it to be effective. (Start placing the weights on the scale) Faith is when we believe that the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ is sufficient to pay for all the things that we do wrong. In other words I am put right with God through the work of Jesus Christ. It is his gift to us. That is why we call it grace because God gives us the gift of salvation when we put our faith and trust in Jesus, even though we have done nothing to deserve it. 
We cannot earn our way to heaven.  It is not our works that save us. That is the message of the gospel that we preach. You cannot work your way to heaven. You do not merit a relationship with God through what you do. No amount of good works will guarantee your salvation. The gospel message is simply this; we are saved, justified, put right with God through faith in Jesus Christ alone. (We are lifted high because He stooped so low)
The problem comes when we then sit back having received by grace and rest on our laurels and think that once we are saved there is nothing else that we need to do. 
Because salvation is a gift to us, paid by Jesus on the cross, it is too easy for us to become consumers; recipients of God’s grace and nothing more.
And that is what James is addressing. He says that if we claim to have faith in Jesus then there must be some evidence of that faith to be seen in our lives. He is really asking the question of each one of us, ‘how will people out there know that you are a Christian?’ 
Will it be by what you say or claim to believe, or will it be by what you do?

James says, ‘look, even the devil believes that there is one God and the demons shudder because of it.’ Faith needs to be accompanied by action if it is not to be just empty words.

He says in verse 17 ‘faith if not accompanied by action is dead.’ 

So whilst good works and kind acts cannot in any way offer me salvation they must accompany salvation. James says ‘I will show you my faith by what I do.’ 

When Jesus comes to live in our hearts through faith in him then it is his life in us that produces life giving works. It is the overflow of his love that produces his character in me. 

(Balance the scales)

So, because Jesus was one full of compassion, if he now lives in me then I should become full of compassion for others and you should be able to see that in my life. When you do see those characteristics being acted out in my life then you will see my faith; because it will be a living faith and not a dead faith. 
James gives us two examples from Abraham and Rahab; people who showed their faith by what they did. Abraham was considered a great example of faith, but James points out that it was only when Abraham offered up his son in obedience that we saw his faith. It was only when Rahab hid the spies, and kept them safe from those who sought their lives, that they knew that she was a woman of faith. Actions we are told speak louder than words.
Faith and action go together. They are weighed on the same scale and for our faith to be genuine they must balance out. (Our good works raise Jesus up so that others may see him)
Faith that has no works is dead useless faith. And likewise works without faith are dead works they may help a person but they do not bring life. Works, on their own are not infallible proof of genuine faith but the absence of works is certain proof of the absence of faith.

James puts it this way Abrahams faith was made complete by what he did. In other words the scale was balanced.

In the previous chapter of James we read this; (Chapter 1:27) ‘Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
We are called to be a generous people in looking after the poor. By being generous we show that our faith is in God. We give to others trusting God to then supply our needs. If we fail to give but rather hoard to ourselves, out of fear of going without, we show by our actions that we do not have faith in God to supply our needs. Pastors often comment that they know someone is a genuine person of faith when they start giving generously of their money.

The principles of giving are this.

1. Matt 10:8 Jesus said, ‘freely you have received, freely give.’ We give because we recognise how blessed we are. We have received so much, therefore out of gratitude we are to give to those less fortunate than ourselves.

2. Luke 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For the measure you use, it will be measured to you. In other words If you give sparingly you will reap sparingly but if you give generously you will receive generously. 

We give out of gratitude and then God gives over-abundantly to us. You can never out-give God, he is no man or woman’s debtor. In fact this is the only area where God challenges us to put him to the test. In the area of tithes and offerings, God says in Malachi 3:10 “test me in this says the Lord and see if I will not pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”
We are not called to give what we do not have, but we are called to be generous with what we do have; trusting God to supply all our needs. 
May God bless us as we bless others in his name. Amen.
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