Isaiah 42:1-9 and Matthew 3:13-17
Introduction

As I studied these passages I was once again amazed and encouraged as I realised what an incredible Jesus we serve.  Furthermore he was clearly foretold in a number of passages such as Isaiah 42:1-9 which outline beautifully aspects of our Lord.
In the Matthew passage we see that before Jesus begins to minister and teach the people he gets baptised by John in the Jordan.

Initially John doesn’t want to do this as he sees himself as being inferior to Jesus.
However Jesus insists on the basis that “it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness.” 

 What this means is open to debate:

1. To fulfil through obedience every ordinance God has made.

2. That Jesus anticipates his own death through which he will gain pardon for all.

3. Or the one that I prefer; righteousness stands for the righteousness of life and through baptism Jesus accepts the standard that God sets and affirms that he will realise and establish it as the will of God in the Kingdom.

Jesus is baptised and the Spirit of God descends in the form of a dove and a voice from heaven says, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

In this sentence we have a combination of two crucial Old Testament passages.

Isaiah 42:1 is quoted but servant is changed to Son which is quoting Psalm 2:7, “The king proclaims the LORD’S decree: “The LORD said to me, ‘You are my son.  Today I have become your Father.’””

Psalm 2:7 is the coronation formula of Israel’s Messianic king. 

In short we have an amazing statement that is making clear that Jesus is the Messiah King, the Son of God, sent by God to fulfil his destiny in the mission of the Servant.

This is the Jesus we love and serve!!

We will now use Isaiah 42:1-9 to take a deeper look at the Servant aspect of Jesus the Messiah.
Isaiah 42:1-9
Verse 1 sets God’s agenda for Jesus: He is God’s servant
                                                   : God will support and enable him

                                                   : God chose him 

                                                   : God’s Spirit is upon him

                                                   : Justice will come through him
In this world of ours justice seems to be transitory and at times more to do with the balance of power rather than truth and reconciliation.
For God justice is absolute and is for everyone and in particular supports the weak, estranged and powerless in society.

For God’s justice to be done meant things had to be put right, sin had to be dealt with so that humanity could be reconciled to God and the Servant Messiah, Jesus, was the one chosen to do this.
In this passage we see three aspects of God’s justice that will be brought in through the life and death of Jesus, the Servant Messiah.

It will be:

Worlwide

Verse 1d says, “... he will bring justice to the nations.”
God was to include not only Israel but the Gentile nations as well.  God is actually taking Israel back to their original calling in Genesis 22:18, “And through your descendants all the nations of the earth will be blessed – all because you obeyed me.”

Israel had singularly failed to obey God and had become increasingly insular applying all the covenant blessings solely to themselves.

Jesus, however will succeed where Israel had failed.

Through his death and resurrection he reconciles both Jew and Gentile, none are excluded and all are included.
God’s justice is based on absolute righteousness and absolute truth something we would find difficult to achieve I suspect!

That’s the bad news but the good news is that as we place our faith in Christ so we inherit that righteousness and God’s truth is planted inside us.

Genuine
Verse 3b, “In faithfulness he will bring forth justice.”  The New Living Translation, “He will bring justice to all who have been wronged” and the Darby Translation, “...: he shall bring forth judgement according to truth” say it better than the New International Version.  They give a sense of genuineness.

This justice is not offered to appease us, make us feel we have been listened to or as a sop to the masses.  It is genuine and with no strings attached.  

It is a justice that brings reconciliation, healing and wholeness.

Though an imperfect model we see a reflection in Bishop Desmond Tutu’s “Truth and Reconciliation Courts” in South Africa.

God’s justice is genuine, what we receive through Christ is genuine, it won’t change and it will deliver what it promises; freedom from the punishment we deserve and a personal relationship with God.
Permanent

Verse 4b, “... establishes justice on earth.”  Again the New Living Translation, “... until justice prevails throughout the earth” and the Darby Translation, “... till he have set justice in the earth” say it better than the New International Version.  

There is a sense of permanence in these words.  This is not a justice that will change as circumstances change but a justice that will stand the test of all time.

God’s justice is not transitory but has and will stand the test of time.

You can be sure that what you have through Christ will stand the test of both time and eternity.

Verses 5 to 9
Verses 5 to 9 form a tailpiece to verses 1 to 4 and reiterates and affirms what has been said in the previous verses.

This is a feature of the Servant passages: 49:1-6 has a tailpiece of 49:7-13

                                                          : 50:4-9 has a tailpiece of 50:10-11

                                                          : 52:13-53:12 has a tailpiece of 54:1-55:13

Verse 5 with its focus on Creation confirms the universal task of the Servant.  

The achievements of Jesus are for everybody.  No-one is excluded on any basis and all are included.  

Each one of us needs to grasp the amazing truth that we are included and that we are loved absolutely, we are forgiven absolutely and we are his child no matter what.

Verses 6-7 make it clear that the Servant will be the Covenant because he is righteous.
The Servant will undo all the degrading effects that sin has had on humankind and restore people to their true freedom and dignity as children of God.
This is our inheritance.

Verses 8-9 reinforce that God is in all this and that the Servant will usher in a new relationship between God and his people.

We are God’s children!

We need to grasp this and understand its implications for us.
We are no longer at odds with God but in a personal relationship through Christ.  We can hold our heads high and say with confidence that we are loved by God, that we love God and we each have a personal relationship with God.

Each of us needs to work this relationship out and we will all be different.  For some it will be “God told me ...”, for others it will be through the liturgy of the church, for others it will be very pragmatic and down to earth, etc, etc.
The important thing is that we are ourselves with God and don’t try and be what we are not.

Conclusion

When we placed our trust in Jesus we placed our trust in the Messianic Servant of Isaiah.

The one who brings genuine and permanent justice to all. 
We inherit the many blessings of God’s justice through Christ.  We are forgiven, cleansed, released into a personal relationship with God and inherit eternal life that begins here and now.

This is certain because God has so determined and Jesus is the Covenant.  We receive the blessings of God because of Christ’s obedience in coming to earth, dying on the cross and returning to heaven.

Doubts will occur but deep down we know the truth and God will honour his word.

Many of us will feel we are unworthy of all this and that we need to clean up our act before we can be recipients of it.

We may fear an angry God that wants justice and needs to punish sin no matter how small.

Verses 2 and 3 would indicate otherwise.
These verses show us how the Servant messiah will deal with us in order to bring God’s justice to us.

He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets.  The Servant is not self-assertive.  He will not force anything on anybody.  He will quietly draw us to himself at our pace.  

There is no need to feel under any pressure, or to feel guilt or any other negative feeling as God deals with  us.

He knows YOU and will deal with you in a loving and caring manner.

A bruised read he will not break.  A bruised read is one that is damaged, God won’t break it but heal it.

We are all bruised in some way at some time and may find it difficult to relate to God in those circumstances.  Well God won’t force anything on you, he won’t expect anything you can’t give he will slowly but surely heal and restore you.

A smoldering wick he will not snuff out.  A wick smoulders because it needs oil, God won’t ignore its plight but will supply the oil it needs.
We may well be in a place and at a time where we can do no more, we are tired and out of fuel.  God won’t blame you, expect you to sort it out yourself rather he will give you what you need to become a light again.  

No blame is attached, no punishment meted out simply love and care extended in a quiet and gentle way – such is what we have inherited through Jesus Christ. 

Questions

1. What does God’s justice mean to you?

2. Do you think it is possible have a life of faith without guilt?

3. What sort of relationship do you have with Christ?  Do you rely on God’s guidance in every situation or do you do what you think is best and trust God to be with you?

4. What has been your experience of God’s healing and provision in times of difficulty?

5. What does it mean to you to be a child of God?
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