6th February 2011

Gen 50:15-21

E100 – God’s place

3 THE STORY OF JOSEPH

Interactive introduction

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat has been a top West End musical for many years. Find out if group members have seen it or participated in it, and get them to share when and where this was. Encourage them to talk about which parts they liked most. 

Overview of the previous five readings

• Joseph’s dreams resulted in intense anger among his brothers, leading them to sell him into slavery in Egypt.

• Despite advances from Potiphar’s wife, Joseph’s integrity held true. A further time in prison provided opportunity for him to explain the dreams of other prisoners, and of Pharaoh himself.

• The famine made it necessary for Joseph’s brothers to go to Egypt to get food.

• Despite all that his brothers had done, Joseph still loved them dearly. A few tricks, however, were going to be played before they were let off the hook altogether!

• Joseph made himself known to his brothers.

Going deeper

When we go through difficult times or temptations, we can respond in a number of ways. Work through the past week’s Bible passages identifying the range of situations Joseph was faced with, which had the potential of a positive or negative response. With each, highlight the different emotions he could have experienced (e.g. pride, arrogance, rejection, jealousy, resentment, anger). Explore the positive ways Joseph responds:

• ensuring the offences against him don’t fester

• showing himself morally strong when tempted

• being willing to minister to others

• trusting that ultimately God is in control.
Through discussion, draw out steps that can be taken to build similar response patterns into our lives.
Personal challenge

This study could stir a range of painful emotions which God wants to deal with. Some in the group may be feeling hurts from years ago which have lain unresolved or which have festered into bitterness and resentment.
Others may be going through times of isolation, be victims of injustice or be feeling uncertain about how present difficulties can be resolved. 
The study is an important reminder that even when everything seems to have fallen apart around us, God still has a plan and he is in control. Encourage people to express their pain in ways that are appropriate for them, and then pray specifically for those who have opened up in this way.
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