30th January 2011
Gen 12:1-9

E100 – Promises, promises

2 ABRAHAM, ISAAC and JACOB

Interactive Introduction

Find out from each group member where they were born, and then talk about the different places they have lived over the years. Share the reasons why each move took place, and the significance for their lives of new homes, job, friends, relatives, children etc.

Using a map, ensure that people know where Abraham was born (Ur) and show how he initially travelled to Canaan via Mari and Haran.

Overview of the previous five readings:

* Remember to provide an opportunity for group members to share things God has shown them during the past week.

· God chose Abraham for a special relationship. Abraham

showed great faith by obediently leaving his home at God’s

direction.

· God promised that, despite Abraham and Sarah’s age, they

would have children of their own – and hence his covenant to

make Abraham the father of a great nation would be fulfilled.

·  Abraham immediately obeyed God’s command to go and

sacrifice his son. At the most critical moment, and without

realising it, he made one of the most significant and profound

statements of these early chapters: God himself will provide

the lamb.

· Jacob tricked Isaac and received the blessing. He fled, travelling north on a 500-mile journey to Haran. After about 60 miles he had an encounter with God, resulting in a statement of commitment: The Lord will be my God.

·  Deep-rooted guilt led Jacob to the point of needing to be reconciled to his brother. Esau demonstrated the highest level of grace as he welcomed back his long-lost brother.

Going deeper

·  Failure does not result in God abandoning us. Consider the ways that Abraham and Jacob failed. What caused the failures? What did God do in each circumstance? What can we learn from this which we can apply to our failures?
·  Discerning God’s direction is often very challenging for us. We want to know the full details of the ‘journey’ upfront. How should we handle times of not knowing the exact details of what God wants? Encourage group members to share ways God has revealed his plans to them. Draw out biblical ways of hearing God speak today.

·  Think through the implications of God’s promise in Genesis 28:4 and Jacob’s profession of faith in 28:20–22. To expand your thinking on this, look at Galatians 3:14.

· Reconciliation is often much easier in concept than in reality. Draw out from your group the faults and qualities exhibited by Jacob and Esau. Read the parable of the unforgiving servant (Matthew 18:21–35) and Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:14–15. What are the key principles we need to incorporate into our relationships?

Personal challenge

From the issues discussed, what does God want to say to you? What reassurance do you need from God that he still loves you despite failure, and that he has great plans for your future life? If you are sensing God moving you on into something new, allow the Holy Spirit to give you peace, even if you can’t see the whole journey. Pray that he would clearly show you which way to go – one step at a time. Or, is there someone with whom you have had a fundamental breakdown of relationship? What

is God calling you to do to see it restored?

Spend the closing minutes praying about these issues. If group members are able to share what God has been saying personally to them, then pray specifically about those areas. Otherwise pray generally that each member of the group would experience affirmation of God’s love, direction for the future and grace to be people of reconciliation.
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