23rd January 2011
Gen 1:1-10; 26-28, 31

E100 - In the beginning

Introduction to the series
We celebrate this year the 400th anniversary of the Authorised Version of the Bible which was commissioned by King James at the Hampton Court Conference of 1604 and completed in 1611. This version of the Bible through its accessibility and rich language has had a profound effect on the life of this nation. So it is therefore fitting that we start today our new sermon series which takes in the broad sweep of the Bible’s message of hope and salvation. 

Using Scripture Union material over twenty weeks we aim to take an essential passage from the Bible expound it and then challenge ourselves to read around that passage in the following week in a series of five daily readings, which will develop the theme looked at on Sunday. Hopefully you will have picked up a copy of these readings this morning; the idea being to mark off each reading as you complete them. Each week the news sheet will carry the same readings on the back page. Accessing the web will provide additional information.

I would encourage you to take some time during the day to read the set passage or perhaps add it to your daily time with God. I’m sure it will enrich your knowledge and understanding of the literature that the Bible offers.
Introduction
In starting this series it is no surprise that Genesis features as our first passage. We have of necessity only dipped into the first chapter to explore together the beginning of God’s self revelation. The Bible is not only a book about God it’s also a book by God (2 Pet 1:21 and 2 Tim 3:16).
A few months ago I popped into Festival Place and in the space outside the main door of M&S there was a series of those elasticated barriers (type of thing you see at airport check in counters) with a desk at the head – an author was scheduled for a book signing. The draw for most people at such an event is the chance to meet the author in person and get him or her to sign a copy of their book, thereby making it more valuable. 

Genesis is an opportunity to ‘meet the author’ in person as He lays out the beginning of His book. It is widely recognised that chapter 1 of Genesis has been edited over a number of centuries to arrive in its present form.  You will be aware as well that there is a continuing debate both within the Christian and scientific communities around the issues of Creationism and Evolution. 
Our exploration however takes a more direct approach – what does it say about the author? It is important to recognise that the text is not a scientific description rather it is a theological affirmation. And importantly what can we take from it to help us make sense of our faith?

God as the author intends us to take more from this passage than something to fuel a debate; something a bit more obvious, so let’s dip in and explore the author’s intent.

A Recurring formula

Our passage is elevated poetry that is unique when compared to the narrative sections of Genesis. Let’s explore three short recurring statements – ‘And God said’; ’And it was so’ and ‘And God saw it was good.’ 
‘And God said’ – illustrates God’s sovereignty. Many ancient cultures had ‘creation’ stories often involving struggles and conflicts. This is contrasted with the creation story here. Nowhere in our passage speaks of such things – God has created something out of nothing, there was nothing pre-existent. 
’And it was so’- God creates through a divine order that has lead to the expression, ‘creation by fiat’ from the Latin fiat lux – translation of the phrase ‘let there be light’ 

This leads to the truth of God’s complete sovereignty and omnipotence. The God of creation is the God of covenant and salvation. 

‘And God saw it was good.’- each element of creation was viewed by God and pronounced ‘good.’ The formula is used throughout these opening verses building to a climax on day six. There is nothing that is not good or evil – there is only the goodness of all that God has made. As we will discover later this situation doesn’t remain like this for long and the rest of the Bible is concerned with the redemption of humanity. But these opening verses categorically state the innate goodness of God’s creation. 

Humanity 

At the climax of the creation story is God’s desire to make humanity in His image 

(v 26). It is impossible to overstate the theological significance of humanity being created in God’s image. This significance flows into three implications – we are to continue God’s creative activity (v 28), we are to continue what He has begun. Secondly, we are to have dominion over all living things as a result of bearing God’s image. With these two implications come responsibilities – care for creation and living things – we are stewards of our Creator God.

The final implication is one of relationship – the relationship between God and humanity. We were created for that relationship and the Bible takes us continually back to that theme; supremely enabled through the birth, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Implications for us

A theological understanding of the creation story leads to a recognition that the material world is good in itself because God created it, which leads to a response of thanksgiving and trust in God’s provision. If our hearts follow this response there will be continual worship, praise and awe. 

The Israelites and the early Church recognised this and they clearly expressed it (Ps 33:6, 9; Rom 1:20; Jn 1:3 and Rev 4:11). The challenge for contemporary Christianity is to continue to recognise this in the midst of complex and apparently conflicting understanding.

A model for scriptural understanding
This series of readings can be approached in a five step format – 

Pray - Read - Reflect -Apply - Pray

Pray - before a reading pray that God will reveal Himself, the basis for a conversation

Read - take time to read the passage, perhaps more than once. You might find it helpful to make notes.

Reflect - what is the main point of this passage and what verses apply to me right now?
Apply - what is God teaching you from the passage it might be an example to follow or a warning to take notice of or a promise to claim?
Pray - give thanks for God’s Word and to ask Him to help you live it out.
� � HYPERLINK "" �http://www.kingjamesbibletrust.org/� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/support-us/ygtt-2010" �http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/support-us/ygtt-2010� (this site provides free audio readings) or  � HYPERLINK "http://www.e100challenge.org.uk/" �http://www.e100challenge.org.uk/�  
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