23rd January 2011

Gen 1:1-10, 26-28, 31
E100 - In the beginning
Interactive introduction

Encourage each group member to say what element of creation they appreciate most and why. Use this as the basis for worship and praise to God for the wonder of his creation.
Overview of the previous five readings

Encourage the group to give feedback on the readings. This could be by way of simple summary or by sharing reactions to what they have read. Open questions such as: ‘What has excited you?’ ‘What has puzzled you?’ ‘What has challenged you?’ will help this process. Resist the temptation of providing the answers too quickly. Work on the assumption that the group will give feedback and only step in as a last resort.
• God was from the very beginning. He took the initiative to create

people and gave them two distinctives: God’s life and God’s standards.
• The first sin was not about sexual intimacy, but rather the questioning

and challenging of God’s will, followed by disobedience, resulting in a

breakdown of relationship with God.
• God is not watching and waiting to catch people out, as if it gives him

pleasure to punish. Rather, sin causes God pain and grief.
• Noah’s first response on leaving the ark was to worship God. God looks

for people to seek him humbly and follow his ways.
• The sin surrounding the building of the tower of Babel was not the

technological achievement it represented but the pride that went with it.

Going deeper

This week’s study has three core themes which could be explored: creation, sin, and worship. Creation is potentially a ‘hot potato’ which could result in significant waste of time. You will need to decide in advance whether it will be appropriate to have a discussion on this as part of this study, or defer it to another occasion. Ensuring you are well read on all sides of the argument will be key to a successful interchange of views. Failure could mean people leave the meeting feeling frustrated or that the study had been a waste of time!
• Creation: What do you consider to be the important issues surrounding the Bible’s account of creation? How can the Biblical view of creation be reconciled with scientific knowledge today? What impact does ‘God as creator’ have on your view of him?
• Sin: the heart of sin is rebellion against God resulting in a breakdown of our relationship with him. There are two categories of sin we should identify:

a) sins of commission – doing things which are wrong, and

b) sins of omission – where we fail to do something we should (James 4:17).

Explore these two categories by coming up with specific examples which fit into each. Is there a tendency to focus on one or other group? Read Galatians 5:19–21 and Matthew 25:41–46 and then discuss the challenges these passages raise.
• Worship: when we experience something really good in our lives, what is our first response? Do we simply enjoy it, or do we first express our appreciation to God? In practical terms, what should we learn from the account of Noah?

Personal challenge

Of the issues discussed, which do you struggle with most? Are you doing something you know is wrong? Or can you identify an attitude which is not really what God would want? Spend a few minutes in silence identifying your area of weakness, praying that God will help you change where it matters.
If appropriate for your group, allow time to pray for each other.
Remembering Noah’s response of worship, spend a few minutes thanking and worshipping God for the fact that he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
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