20th February 2011
Ex 3:1-10

E100 -The God who is and who saves

4 MOSES AND THE EXODUS

Interactive introduction

Get the group to draw up a list of biblical characters who from a human point of view, were surprising choices as people for God to use. Identify people that group members know or have known who have been used in significant ways by God, despite obvious shortcomings or difficulties.

Overview of the previous five readings

• As an Israelite baby, Moses was miraculously rescued by one

of Pharaoh’s daughters. Having grown up in the Egyptian

court, on impulse he attempted to set the Israelites free from

slavery by force – resulting in his need to flee the country.

• Many years on, God spoke to Moses from the burning bush.

• A sequence of plagues hit Egypt, allowing opportunities for

Pharaoh to let the people go.

• A climax came with the celebration of the Passover supper.

• As an amazing demonstration of God’s power, the Red Sea was parted, and the Israelites crossed to the safety of the wilderness.

Going deeper

Moses was an ordinary man with an extraordinary mission. The following issues are well worth exploring. 
• God wants to continue using people in their old age. What does this say to your church in an era when society considers those over 50 as having less to offer?
• ‘Trust’ and ‘obey’ are key words from these readings – with Moses’ call to go to Pharaoh; the challenges of the signs before Pharaoh; and, finally, the action required for the parting of the Red Sea. What does this have to say to us, both for life in general and for those times when God specifically calls us to do something?
• Explore the implications of the Passover supper in terms of judgement on Egypt; as a symbolic reminder for the Israelites for the years ahead; and as it points ahead to the life and death of Jesus.
Personal challenge

Is God calling you to fulfil a certain task which you are holding back from? Do you feel that you are too old to be used? Or too young? Acknowledge that God is in no sense ageist, and then offer yourself again to be used by him. Affirm the fact that although most of us are ‘control freaks’, there is a strong biblical mandate to trust and obey.

