Sermon for 20.2.2011: 


Exodus 3:1-10 

The God who is and who saves (part of E100 sermon series)
I am sure you all know this piece of scripture inside out, but there is a danger that in our familiarity with it, we cease to be amazed by it. Bernhard Anderson in ‘The Living World of the Old Testament’ (p58) says, “(this) is one of the masterpieces of the Pentateuch (first 5 books of the Bible) and should be read with imagination and empathy as one would read a piece of poetry.”  This passage, as with all the books of the Bible up to the end of Deuteronomy, were oral stories long before they were written down, passed down through generations, by word of mouth. I imagine that when it was first told it was a lengthy narrative, building up the suspense and excitement, to audiences gathered round camp fires, or as a bedtime story to youngsters. Because it came from an oral tradition there will have been differences in its re telling- which lead to such peculiarities as Moses’ father- in- law being called both Jethro and Reuel and the mountain of God being called Mount Horeb and the more commonly  known name of  Mount Sinai.
Clearly, though, this was an important enough story to be worthy of being passed down the generations. Is it just a good yarn? Or does this ancient chronicle have something to say to us today? This passage is important because, it reveals something about:-
a) God’s nature

b) God’s plan

c) God’s man ( or woman)
Which are actually just as timeless, still as amazing as the story itself?
a) God’s Nature
Ask congregation to take a flame and fill in one word with the nature of God and place onto picture of bush
       Discuss words. 

      (The following section down to beginning of paragraph second page – In verse 6; was used at the 8.30am service) 
· Keeping, led, send, bring (set A)

· Appeared, looked, observed (set B)

· Called, cry, heard (set C)

· Suffer, oppress, misery (noun) (set D)
· Deliver, rescue ( set E)

· I am
Set A are words which show God to be someone who guides us, gently moving us on our journey to a deeper faith and closer relationship with Him.

Set B show a God who is observant – as well as being all-knowing (omnisentient) He is also all seeing. God does not ‘miss’ nor ‘turn a blind eye’  to the things we do, say or even think, which are displeasing to Him and we would often prefer to keep hidden, but God has already seen them and knows about them. Hence, we need to Confess and acknowledge what we have done wrong or failed to do, before we worship God and receive forgiveness for these things. 
Another thing about God, He often sees things in us that we do not see in ourselves- as he did with Moses, which we will come back to later.
Set C show God to be a listening God- one who hears the Israelites cries and pleas for help, as he hears ours also and acts upon it. He is not deaf to our pain and suffering, to our pleas and prayers.  But we don’t always get the answer we expect or want!
Set D show a God who is concerned with the poor, oppressed and marginalised-whether it be the Israelites living as slaves under harsh Egyptian rule or modern day situations around the world. God requires us to be concerned for these groups of people also. Just think how many organisations were started by or are run by Christians to try to end poverty or suffering. 
In verse 6, God says, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob”!! Can you imagine sentence this booming around the deserted mountain top?  And the power and might and majesty with which it must have been said? This is the living and all- powerful God of the ancestors- no one less! No wonder Moses was scared!
As well as showing us about how mighty and awesome and powerful God is (omnipotent) this speech also says something about God’s timelessness. That He is the Alpha and Omega- He is and was and shall be ever more.  (Omnipresent). God says I am, not I was the God of your forefathers. The NIV study Bible (p90) says the words “I will be with you” in Ex 3:12 is the very same Hebrew word translated I am in verse 14 as ‘I AM who I AM.’   The very being of God in the past,  




of the present 





and for the future
Back to the last group of words-the set E words -deliver and rescue, these give us an indication of what may be contained within God’s plan.
b) God’s Plan
God’s plan is about deliverance, rescue and salvation, saving the Israelites from brutality of Egypt in this context, but has a far wider application. Moses is the intermediary between the Israelites and God. He is the person God chooses to bring about this great act of salvation and Jesus is the person God has chosen to be the intermediary between all of us and Himself –the one who has bought about our salvation.

The Hebrews had been in slavery for 430 years (NIV Bible Commentary –Alistair McGrath) and the Exodus was a defining event in the nation’s history and for the people’s relationship with God. Its effects cannot be underestimated. When in ........... BC the people of Israel were Exiled in Babylon (which was when the Pentateuch was first written down) they believed there would be a second exodus- a second incredible act of salvation. They didn’t realise that there wasn’t going to be a new physical Exodus, but that it was going to a spiritual deliverance and rescue and that salvation would come in another form and wasn’t going to just be for the People of Israel! 
Isaiah 49 mentions a ‘global salvation’ and the New Century version of the Bible calls it ‘ends of the Earth’ and Isaiah 49 also mentions a ‘dear special servant’ and earlier in Isaiah 43 it mentions paying a ‘huge price for the people of God’s salvation’. Jesus is God’s ultimate plan for salvation, rescue and deliverance. 
Jesus is the second Exodus. In the OT the people of God clearly are the Israelites, but the NT widens this out to include all of us. We are all the people of God. God isn’t just concerned for the poor and oppressed; He loves us all, wherever we come from. 
So God has a plan which He initiates and He chooses whom He will for the job!
c) God’s man ( or woman)
There are two interesting parts to this process:-

i) Whom God chooses?

ii) How God chooses?
i)  Whom God Chooses 

On this occasion God chooses Moses. The appearance of God in the burning bush is a Divine call and commissioning and fire is a symbol of divinity and of God’s presence. Moses , not surprisingly, wasn’t keen on the job, probably because being  shrewd he could see that it didn’t have lot going for it- go up to Pharaoh Amunhotep II and just say to him ‘Oh by the way, Pharaoh, you’ve got to let the Hebrews go ! My God says so!’ Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt ?” and later on mentions in Ex 4 vs. 10 that he isn’t a great speaker, so clearly Moses doesn’t feel he is the right person for the job and doesn’t have the right qualities or gifts, but God will have none of it and promises that  Aaron ( Moses’ brother) will do the talking, and more importantly, God reassures Moses that He will empower Moses with His presence and give him the words to say. 
Likewise, God will equip us to fulfil the tasks he sets us by filling us with his Holy Spirit.
I love preaching on the OT particularly, because I love the bunch of flawed and faulty characters God chooses to take  parts in His plan- liars, cheats, murderers (Moses killed man in Ex 2 ), adulterers- amongst other things. If they came up as candidates for ‘The Apprentice’ you wouldn’t hire any of them. They’d all be FIRED! 
But God saw in them, 
just as He did in Moses, 

just as He does in us, 
qualities which they did not see in themselves............ and we don’t see in ourselves. 
God knows our strengths and sees our weaknesses, but He is willing to work with us and alongside us to help us change our weaknesses and develop our strengths. 
iii) How God chooses?
Why didn’t Moses run away at this extremely strange sight- a burning bush that wasn’t burning?  I assume that being in Pharaoh’s court for 40 years; he had seen much that was weird and wonderful! Moses would have been well educated, having been bought up as a prince of Egypt and was probably both intelligent and curious, so wanted to find out what was going on. I think we, like Moses, are rather intrigued by the exciting and dramatic- just look at the Christmas programmes for the soaps on TV ALWAYS there is a major event/ disaster even in sleepy little farms or run down London pubs or a street of terraced houses   or think theme park and being on top of the highest roller coaster ride!!   
About 2 or 3 years ago I often woke up in the middle of the  night absolutely bursting with ideas and knowing what God wanted me to do, which HAD to be written down there and then or I couldn’t get back to sleep and includes an episode for Dr Who – not sure how that got in! Some of you may well have received e mails from me sent at ridiculous times. After a while of this I was very tired and said one night, “Look Lord why do you always talk to me at this time in the morning?” and the answer was “because that’s the only time you listen to me!”
So now I try to listen more to God’s call on my life in the daytime and it seems to be working- I don’t often get woken in the middle of the night-well not by God!
Perhaps the most important words in this reading are those of the traditional reply to God’s call “Here I am” and is how Moses and many others answer. Jesus, too, is ready to be sacrificed to meet God’s call on his life, in order to fulfil God’s plan for our salvation, deliverance and rescue. What they all have in common is that they love God and are willing to accept the challenge and they all answer readily.

Moses and the Burning bush just has to be one of the most extraordinary and exciting  ‘callings’ in the Bible, but Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus (Acts 9) was equally dramatic as was Ezekiel’s and Isaiah’s ... so God sometimes gets our attention in the most extreme ways or with vivid visions !  
Are we waiting for our ‘burning bush’ moment?  Do we think God isn’t calling us because we want to wait for the dazzling, incredible life changing event- we want to be sure God is talking to us and an experience like Moses’ burning bush would be quite unmistakable? I wonder though, if we forget that as well as being the God of the spectacular and awesome, He is also God of the mundane, the everyday, the small, the hushed and the whisper? God called both Samuel and Elijah in a much more gentle way. 

Are we in danger of missing the quiet call?  What me? Did God really mean me? There hasn’t been anything earth shaking- can’t really be call from God can it? We ask ourselves 
But....

This is God, who is, 

this is God who has a plan to save us all
this is God who chooses, even the most unlikely people, including you and I
this is God who calls people in remarkable and amazing ways, but also in serene and tranquil ways too
Are we ready to answer the call, however it comes, 

“Here I am?”
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