20th September 2009
Ex 3:4 -12

The Cry of Kempshott – people on the edge
Introduction

Many of you will have seen the display on the Mission Board in church entitled ‘The Cry of Kempshott.’ For those of you who haven’t, the display contains snapshots of demographics of the community of Kempshott and an overview of our discussions of the 25th January this year, when we looked collectively at what it meant for us to have ‘Jesus at the heart’ of our worshipping community.
So today we start the third and final strand of our exploration of what means to serve, share and support the community of Kempshott. The series title is, ‘The Cry of Kempshott – people on the edge.’
This title without explanation can be a little misleading, who are the people on the edge? It is the community of Kempshott or us? Hopefully by the end we’ll have some clarity on those questions. 

Look around, what do you see?

You are perhaps the best arbiters to answer that question. Many of you, as the statistics bear out have been in this community for many years; sharing the joys and sorrows of daily family life with your neighbours and friends. 

On the face of it and to my still slightly unaccustomed eye, this community is generally what could be described as ‘well off’. Recent contact with the local police also reveals generally a low level of crime. Accepting that in both of those statements there will be exceptions to these general observations. 

You will of course add your own experience and will have formed your own opinions about the community you are a part of. Where then is this taking us? 
Them or us?

I posed the question a little while ago, ‘who are the people on the edge? It is the community of Kempshott or us?’ Well to answer that question there is a truth applicable to both groups. Because if we were to scratch the surface of this community, we would undoubtedly find many of the problems and issues associated with a needy inner city area. The benefit here is that because of its nature the area can put a gloss on any such need. The failings of the human condition will be as much in evidence here as in any inner city. 

The second truth is that we are a ‘people on the edge.’ A vicar tells this story. Having lived in South Africa, he and his family including his 18 month daughter moved to Doncaster. As is usual a health visitor called to make certain health checks, one of which involved asking the toddler to pass a duck to her. She asked once and the child didn’t respond, asking a second time there was again no response. It wasn’t until the health visitor pointed to the duck was it handed over with a shy and bemused smile. 
Concerned over a possible hearing impairment she advised the vicar and his wife to take their daughter for a hearing test. This perplexed her parents as they hadn’t experienced any such problems. However after the health visitor left it dawned on them that the problem was not a hearing impairment but rather Emily didn’t understand Doncaster English. She was well used to her parent’s accents and South African dialects, but this strange accent she couldn’t understand. It wasn’t her hearing but her language skills that hindered her.

In that story lies the outline of the challenge we face as a church. It’s a modern parable, we have become like the health visitor making a reasoned request but finding the patient no longer understands the dialect or language we’re speaking. And having found that people we come into contact with no longer immediately understand what we are on about, we’ve lost confidence in the language we speak.
Seeking to recover the initiative

The counter to lost confidence is of course recovered confidence. We need to become fluent speakers again of authentic Christian language. And we will need to use language that explains the hope and understanding we have about the realities of human existence. This is where scripture plays a part, because this engagement must come from the Word of God.
The Burning Bush
Our OT reading illustrates the difficulties of re-engagement. A wider reading of chapters three and four reveal the point. Through that reading I have this picture of a number of bushes that God flares up in his attempt to try and attract Moses’ attention as he wanders along until finally He gets his attention.
Confining ourselves to the story before us we can see three distinct pathways that God uses to accomplish His will. Let’s define them as – Call, Commission and Confirmation.

Call

God calls Moses personally – ‘Moses, Moses.’ And Moses responds personally by acknowledging that call. We can have a tendency as Christians to hear God’s call but seek somehow to deflect it away from us – the ‘God surely can’t be talking to me’ reaction. Scripture is full of these types of initial responses, but we only need to read the result to know their futility. 
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And this call is not just from an unknown voice (which can also be another avenue to say we haven’t heard God’s call) God reminds Moses who he is, ‘I am the God of your father...’ He roots Moses in the story of his people, we too need to be rooted in the Christian story – could we re-tell it in the same way that the NT writers do? Do we have the experience of the living God in our lives? We also need to hear the reminder of a personal calling by name. This is a strong motif throughout the Bible and especially in the NT. It should be stressed that it is the call to a person - Jesus Christ, not an ideal or philosophy.

Commission

God is also very clear on his commission for Moses, for God has, ‘seen the misery of my people.’ and, ‘heard them crying out’ and he says, ‘I am concerned about their suffering.’ The people God is referring to is of course the Hebrew slaves in Egypt. Slavery, which is abhorrent in today’s society but nevertheless it’s still a fact of life in the sense of people trafficking and exploitation. But it is also alive in the real sense that people are ‘slaves’ to many things – abusive relationships, bullying, possessions, ‘I shop therefore I am’, the demands of social standing and coupled with all the negative and harming effects of them.
God has ‘seen the misery of my people [in Kempshott].’ and, ‘heard them crying out’ and he says, ‘I am concerned about their suffering.’
God calls each one of us to seek out and learn the language which will connect with these people. Collectively the DNA of the church is to be a missionary community...a standard by which the church tests all its activity.
 As has been said, ‘It is not the Church of God that has a mission in the world, but the God of mission who has a church in the world.’
 Moses like us is called to work with God in his mission.
The final point to reinforce in this commission is the imperative contained in verse 10 – ‘So now go.’ Moses reacts uncertainly to this call, despite the awesome sign of the burning bush. What causes us to be uncertain? Is it the call itself or an uncertainty of the language we have? If it’s the latter, then we need to address that.
Confirmation

The final pathway is confirmation. God sensing Moses’ developing reaction to the call on his life reminds him that, ‘I will be with you’. It’s another re-assurance to us, that not only has God called us as Christians but has equipped us through the Holy Spirit to help us do everything he has called us to do. The effectiveness however is very much dependant on our own personal faith commitment – do you know and love the Lord Jesus?  Moses instead of being an inspiration to both Jews and Christians could have returned to being a shepherd working for his father in law.

He could have said...
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But didn’t, the rest as we know is history.
A path to follow

It won’t have escaped you that we do many things collectively as a church and individually (often quietly and understated). We are already involved in areas where people are hurting or lonely or need help. However if you were to look deeper into them, you will probably conclude that more could be achieved through involvement and resources. Please don’t mistake this for a call to ‘run faster’ because with that there can be a tendency to eventually burn out. But it is a realism of what can be achieved through the whole hearted support of the whole church community.
I’m reminded at this point by the comment Robert Warren makes in his marks of a healthy church. A healthy church does a few things and does them well.
 In the context of being relaxed about what it does and not worried about what is not being done. But this attitude of mind will only come about through the individual and then collective response to follow Jesus Christ, with all the implications that entails.
In concluding the sentiment contained in the last line of this cartoon is probably the most significant strap line to take away with you, this morning...
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