14th March 2010
Ex 2:1-10

The birth of Moses 

Introduction

Moses in the bulrushes is probably one of the most well known Biblical stories and one that many people if asked would quote as a story remembered from their childhood. It’s a Biblical incident that has all the essential ingredients of a good story – an evil King, a desperate mother and a compassionate Princess. It has a sense of urgency, preparation, desperation and relief at a happy ending.

When I searched on the internet for an image of this story I came up with this,
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It’s a scene that reinforces all that I’ve said about this story. But what struck me was what it was advertising – a giant floor puzzle.  

This brings us to the point of the story. We are all familiar with what a puzzle is and certainly what this picture advertises – a jigsaw. The questions to ask are, how does this story fit within the Bible and how can it influence us today?
A little history

You will recall earlier stories in Genesis which outline how the Hebrews came to be in Egypt. Joseph sold by his brothers into slavery (Gen 37:12-36), rises to a high position in Egypt (Gen 41:41-57) and offers sanctuary to his family when a famine strikes Canaan with the blessing of the Pharaoh (Gen 46:31-47:12). There the Hebrews prospered and multiplied. Then as the Book of Exodus records a new Pharaoh came onto the throne, ‘who did not know about Joseph.’ (Ex 1:8). So the scene is now set for the attempted genocide of God’s people, which is where we return to our puzzle. Our gallop through the historical tail of Genesis reminds us of God’s Providence for His chosen people, first recognised in Genesis 12, with the call of Abram.
So if you like we have a number of pieces starting to fit together in our jigsaw which starts to give a picture of God’s plan. 
Egypt’s god v God

The major theme of this narrative is the contrast between the evil plan of Egypt’s god in the form of Pharaoh and the good plan of God for His people. If you like it’s a battle between the spirit of the age and the Spirit of God. However it’s a cliff hanger of a plan – the Hebrews are enslaved and worked hard, but despite that they become a strong people and so Pharaoh sets on a new course, that of killing every male child.  
There is a certain irony here that in the midst of the execution of the Pharaoh’s evil plan, the Hebrew’s salvation comes through the compassionate intervention of that very Pharaoh’s daughter. The focus therefore of the Hebrew’s salvation is centred on one child. As one commentator
 says, ‘What will become of this child on whom such special care has been lavished?’ As in any good story we need to read on to get the full sense of it and of course come to its conclusion.
Jesus

Now I’d like to take a huge leap in time to the birth of Jesus as recorded in the Gospel of Matthew.
 There has been a long association in Christian thought between the story of the birth of Moses and the birth of Jesus. This parallel story, is one that is very familiar to us; the visit of the Magi to the Christ child. A number of men coming to seek Jesus being confronted by an evil King determined to get rid of this new threat to his position. We know that this King is thwarted through the providential hand of God who stops his identification of the infant he seeks. And so in his desperation Herod orders the killing of all male children under two years old.
A comparison
In both stories there is a thin thread holding God’s plan together in the form of two babies whose God centred role of intervention has yet to be revealed. In the one case God seems to be taking a huge risk in setting two vulnerable midwives the task of intervening and thereby thwarting an evil plan and in the other case intervening into events through the dreams of the Magi and Joseph again to thwart another evil plan.
But in the face of these two seemingly unstoppable worldly powers, God allows the rescue of these two helpless children, to accomplish His redemptive plan.

What can we take from the birth of Moses and by association from the birth of Jesus?

The first thing to recognise is that God has a plan. However distant and uncertain it may appear to us, He has one. And as He demonstrates in these stories, He will not be thwarted by the powers of the current age or individuals within it. This is as relevant today as it was then. The plan is and always has been one of love and grace, freely offered, but with an expectation of reciprocation.

In mentioning the apparent thin thread that holds God’s plan together we should be encouraged by the Lord’s words to Paul, when Paul was relating his affliction and how he dealt with it to the church in Corinth, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ (2 Cor. 12:9) 
It reminds us that in all situations (even the seemingly impossible ones) God is sovereign. We need to acknowledge this fact and to recognise that God is free to do what He decides to do. This power is frequently mentioned in scripture, for example in the rhetorical question posed in Genesis (18:14), ‘Is anything too hard for the Lord?’  Another statement that strikes a similar cord is in the conversation between Gabriel and Mary at the Annunciation, when Gabriel says, ‘For nothing is impossible with God.’ (Lk 1:37).  
However we should recognise that there are some things God can’t do. He can’t act against His own character, for example, God can’t lie (Titus 1:2). He also can’t sin, deny Himself or be tempted with evil.

God’s exercise of power is also called God’s sovereignty, which is the exercise of His rule over all His creation.
Coupled with recognising God’s purpose we can also recognise something however small of that in our own lives. God has given humanity a will. We exercise choices and make real decisions regarding the events of our lives. God has given us relative freedom within the constraints of the world we live in. It is our ability to exercise our wills and make choices and to do so in a relatively free way that marks a God like similarity in our lives. It follows then that in exercising this free will and doing so without restraint can reveal our choices and decisions to be very selfish. We can become so proud and desire a freedom that involves rebellion against God’s authority and a refusal to follow in His ways.  
It is to avoidance of that selfishness that our Christian journey should be directed through paying close attention to the words of scripture and to His word to us as we prayer unstintingly to Him. 
The challenge for us all is how much do we recognise God’s power and call upon it in our lives? Do we regard it as absolute or do we try to qualify and compartmentalise our faith into a defined area? Lent is an opportunity to reflect on how we view and respond to our faith. In that reflection you can be certain of one thing. God didn’t qualify or compartmentalise His response to a selfish world, ‘for God so loved the world he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.’ (Jn 3:16)
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