27th February 2011

Ex 19:1-8

E100 – The Law and the Land

Interactive introduction

Begin by getting the group to share experiences of people who have been key players in the development of their faith. This could be a Sunday school teacher from childhood years, a minister or friend.
Overview of the previous five readings

Having escaped from Egypt by several mighty demonstrations of God’s sovereign power, we have now seen some of the events which followed as the people of Israel meandered through the wilderness.
• The Ten Commandments were given by God to Moses on

Mount Sinai, not to lay down a set of rules to take away the

people’s pleasure and freedom, but rather to act as a

framework for their relationships with God, each other and

material possessions.
• The making and worship of the golden calf revealed the vulnerability

of the Israelites’ faith.
• Joshua was appointed to succeed Moses, and it is evident

from the outset of his leadership that he had learnt many lessons

from watching Moses.
• Joshua listened and obeyed God, as he was directed to cross

the River Jordan. Setting up the stone memorial would be a

reminder of what God had done, for generations to come.
• Joshua once again listens and obeys God in the directions

he’s given for the taking of the city.
Going deeper

• Take a look at the Ten Commandments. Explore the impact they have on our relationships either with God, with each other or with material possessions. (In your preparation spend some time looking at the implications of each of the commandments. Use other resources as appropriate.)
• Identify those commandments which Jesus built on and took to a deeper level of application. Explore the implications of these developments. (See Matthew 5:17–20, 21–22 and 27–28.)
• Joshua was characterised by ‘bold faith’ and ‘humility’. Explore these two characteristics in relation to life and ministry: the benefits and the pitfalls.
• The account of Rahab is both surprising and challenging. On the outside, she appears to be a very unsuitable person to be saved, yet her response to the living God meant she was kept safe when the walls of Jericho fell. Think about people groups that could be represented by Rahab. How are they viewed by the church? Are there encounters in the life of Jesus which demonstrate a similar learning point?

Personal challenge

Allow God to bring to your mind any people groups against whom you may have prejudice. Ask God to reveal and remove those barriers and pray that he will give you a genuine, loving acceptance of them. 

Some people have a fantastic knowledge of God, yet are lukewarm in their walk with God. Others are really on fire for God, yet have very limited understanding of him. Although these are generalisations, encourage group members to think about which category they mainly fall into – and then spend time praying that all group members would be strengthened in the weak areas of their spiritual.
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