ESTHER 7
Introduction
Do you find the Christian life frustrating, even difficult at times?
How many times do you feel you’ve got it sussed only to find you have more questions than answers?

Certainly it’s the way I feel at times!

Esther’s story seems to be just one of those situations and I am sure she must have wondered what on earth God was up to.  She may have even thought whether he was there at all.

Much is made of the fact that God isn’t mentioned once in this book but for the first hearers of this story there would have been no doubt that God was a continuous presence. 
4:14 “If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your relatives will die.”  God would clearly have been seen as calling that deliverer.

The story

So how does Esther find herself in the position of being the means by which the Jews are saved from genocide?

For those who don’t know the story here goes!

Xerxes is a weak, vain, cowardly and capricious Persian King. 

In a fit of temper, which occurs regularly throughout the story, he banishes Queen Vashti because she will not leave a party she’s having with her girlfriends and join Xerxes at his.

Xerxes, once his temper subsides, decides he needs a new Queen so scours the land for a good looking maiden and Esther is one of them.

Eventually it’s Esther’s turn to go to Xerxes and she pleases him so much that he chooses her as Queen.
Meanwhile Haman is in Xerxes good books and is promoted to top man in the kingdom and everyone has to bow to him as he walks by.
Mordecai, Esther’s older cousin who has looked after her since her father and mother died, upsets Haman because he refuses to bow when he passes by.

Now most people would shrug their shoulders or try and get even with Mordecai but not Haman, he decides to take it out on all the Jews in the kingdom.

He successfully gets Xerxes to pass a decree that all Jews can be attacked, killed and their property confiscated on a certain day.  Haman also pays Xerxes some                  £3 000 000!!
Of course Mordecai and the rest of the Jews are a little upset so Mordecai calls on Esther to help them.  He tells Esther to go and see the King and plead for the deliverance of the Jews.

Esther is a little reluctant, if Xerxes is in a bad mood and throws a temper tantrum because he doesn’t want to see her then she will lose her life.

In the end Esther plucks up courage, goes to Xerxes, gets accepted and invites him and Haman to a banquet. 

The King is so chuffed he offers Esther anything she wants but she simply asks Xerxes and Haman to another banquet.

Now comes the first part of Haman’s downfall.  Xerxes can’t sleep and decides on a little light reading from the history of his reign.  Here he discovers that Mordecai saved his life by revealing a plot to kill Xerxes.  Xerxes rewards Mordecai and uses Haman to bestow that reward on Mordecai – sweet! 
As we have heard in the reading it is at the second banquet that Esther exposes Haman’s plot.  Esther is saved and Haman loses his life.
Esther then persuades Xerxes to write another decree giving the Jews the authority to defend themselves against their enemies.

The Jews defend themselves and their enemies are destroyed.

So what does the story say to us today?

I would like to look at three applications.

1. The story doesn’t always end ‘happy ever after’.

Surely it does, the Jews are saved from annihilation!

Think about it though.  That is true but the very thing the Jews wanted; freedom from exile still isn’t theirs.

Yes a victory had been won but they were still captives in a foreign land and were not an independent nation, something they believed God had always promised them.

So how do we deal with life when things aren’t going so well?

I believe it is a matter of believing simply that God ‘IS’.  When all seems to indicate otherwise we need to believe that the ‘I am’ of the Old Testament IS indeed the ‘I am’ and our feelings or circumstances can never alter that fact.

How do we get to that position?

I believe we need to step out into the unknown.  Christianity IS NOT about believing what you are told it is about doubting, questioning and discovering for yourself what the truths of the Christian faith are.

This is not a one-way faith where you simply believe what the ‘experts’ tell you it is an interactive faith, an exciting faith and a faith of discovery.

As you know what you believe so I guarantee you will know that he ‘IS’.

2. We need to trust God even when circumstances dictate otherwise.
4:10-11, “Then Esther told Hathach (one of the king’s eunuchs appointed as Esther’s attendant) to go back and relay this message to Mordecai: “All the king’s officials and even the people in the provinces know that anyone who appears before the king in his inner court without being invited is doomed to die unless the king holds out his golden sceptre.  And the king has not called me to come to him for thirty days.””

Esther is in the ‘know’, Mordecai isn’t.

She lives in the court and knows exactly what Xerxes is like weak, vain, cowardly and capricious.  She hasn’t been wanted by the king for a month and the odds are that he isn’t suddenly going to want her just because she turns up in the inner court.  Quite honestly it’s the way to an early death.
Mordecai insists and Esther trusts.  She faces reality, 4:16b, “If I must die, I must die.”

It is at moments like these that the most important element of our faith is to trust God.

This story ends positively in the sense that Esther is accepted by Xerxes and the Jews are spared but not all stories end so positively.

Heb 11:35b-38, “But others were tortured, refusing to turn from God in order to be set free.  They placed their hope in a better life after the resurrection.  Some were jeered at, and their backs were cut open with whips.  Others were chained in prisons.  Some died by stoning, some were sawed in half, and others were killed with the sword.  Some went about wearing skins of sheep and goats, destitute and oppressed and mistreated.  They were too good for this world, wandering over deserts and mountains, hiding in caves and holes in the ground.”
It seems the only testimonies we hear are the ones that turn out well but the fact is that life isn’t like that.

I remember meeting David, a schizophrenic, once a week on a regular basis for some years.  His life was blighted by voices, the feeling of total inadequacy and a sense of hopelessness which affected his whole life and eventually destroyed his marriage.

I remember saying to him in my naivety whether during the bad times he could remember the good times and wondered whether this would help him.  He simply replied, “I don’t have good times.  If they aren’t bad they are awful.”

I was speechless but I remember asking him on another occasion how he kept faith with God and he replied, “Because I trust him.”

He didn’t trust him that it would all be OK, he simply trusted God, full stop!

That testimony has had a profound effect on my walk of faith ever since.

We need to trust no matter the situation that faces us.  Not easy but it is really the only way to live the Christian life.

God works with flawed humanity.

The Jews were delivered through the actions of Mordecai and Esther but they were seriously flawed human beings!
Mordecai supported Esther in her bid to be Queen, 2:11, “Every day Mordecai would take a walk near the courtyard of the harem to find out about Esther and what was happening to her.”
He knew that Esther would have to spend the night with Xerxes before she was chosen, 2:12a, “Before each young woman was taken to the king’s bed, she was given the prescribed twelve months of beauty treatments ...”  In other words she had to sleep with the King.

This is hardly the action we would expect of a saviour of the Jews but God works with flawed humanity.

You may not feel qualified, holy or capable enough to act for God but you are because you are exactly the sort of person God has always worked with.

God is not going to change the lives of people in our society through clever programmes, inspired preaching or ‘holy’ people but with the likes of you and me!  God simply requires that we trust him and do whatever he puts before us to do.

God increased the early church by 3000 in one day not because they planned for it but because they were willing to be moved and prompted by the Holy Spirit.

Simply do what you think God is asking you to do.  God will honour that because you are prepared to simply trust him despite your inadequacies.

Conclusion

Let us be like Esther: Believe that God IS no matter the situation we find 

                                   ourselves in           

                                   Trust God in every situation

                                   Believe God wants to use us despite our inadequacies.
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