Goals for the Church – Spirit Led
Ephesians 1:13-17
13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who a deposit is guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession— to the praise of his glory. 
15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirita of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.

What would you tell someone, who you’ve never met, about what a church should be?
As we continue our series, looking at the Paul’s teaching in the letter to the Ephesians, we find in today’s reading that Paul had not met the Christians to whom he was writing.  Verse 15 tells us he had only heard of their faith.  And as he’s not met them and had a chance to teach them directly, in this letter he is trying to distil down the important things that they need to know.  Paul knows that they have heard the gospel about Jesus and in our reading he wants to make sure that they know about the Holy Spirit.
The title for today’s sermon is Goals for the Church – Spirit led, a title which implies that a church could exist that wasn’t Spirit led.  This made me think, could something like our church come into existence without supernatural help??  To which the answer could sadly be yes.  The world is full of strange organizations and clubs with what could be described as rituals and rites, their own special way of dressing their important people, special words and language.  I can think of Golf Clubs as an example, or I have a colleague at work who is a Morris-dancer.  So it is possible to imagine that in this country something resembling our church with all its traditions could well be the work of just people.
But where does the power come from that enables the church still be here after 2,000 years?  Where does the power come from that enables the church to exist in places like China were it is prohibited?  Where will the power come from that will enable us to take the gospel to a society that increasingly doesn’t want to hear it?
Paul tells these new Christians that the have been sealed with the Holy Spirit.  How do you know that you have been saved?  When you became a Christian, the Holy Spirit entered your life so that you would KNOW that what you had heard about Jesus is true.  Paul is quite keen on people knowing this.  He writes to the Corinthians with the same message about being sealed with the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:21-22), and in the letter to the Romans (8:16) he tells them: 

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.

How the Holy Spirit speaks to the soul of any individual Christian will be different from one person to the next.  Be it with a load shout and high emotion or the quiet whisper of inner peace.  Each and every Christian can know that God is active in their lives.  As the old hymn by Fanny Crosby says:

‎Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!

Oh what a foretaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, purchase of God;

Born of the Spirit, washed in His blood
A second work of the Holy Spirit, Paul says, is to act as a deposit for the things to come.  The Greek word that Paul uses does mean a down payment paid by God for us – money given over to secure some goods.  The vagaries of the intervening centuries have changed the meaning so that now in modern-day Greek, the word is used for an engagement ring.  Perhaps, this image speaks to you more – that God has chosen to give something valuable and precious to us so that we can know that we are his until the very end.
Passages of scripture like this are medicine for the soul to be taken in the good times and especially the bad.  They remind us that God has chosen us and the Holy Spirit will be an ever real presence in our lives until we meet the Father in heaven.
The Holy Spirit is here for us, just as surely as we have air to breath, and the assurance given by that knowledge is what gives confidence and power to each of us as Christians.
That the Holy Spirit was ‘settled’ in the life of the individual believer is not enough.  Paul knows that there is more that Spirit wants to give and give to the church.  Paul is often praying that the churches will receive the gift that the Holy Spirit has for them.  And Paul across his letter is clear that the gifts are for churches, not individual Christian, and that congregations should seek the ‘greater gifts’ (1 Corinthians 12:13).  Here his prayer is that they should receive revelation and wisdom.  Perhaps, (a very limited) definition of the two would be: Revelation – the gift of knowing what God wants and Wisdom – the gift of knowing how God want to do it.  These are two separate gifts and from Paul’s other letters it seems that he wouldn’t assume that both gift would be receive by anyone person.  When he wrote to the Corinthians he told them that each of them should be prepared to bring a contribution to the service.  If you came with a revelation then be prepared for the interpretation to come from someone else.
Perhaps, Paul’s prayer for the reader of this letter, the prayer for a spirit of revelation and wisdom is born out of his own experience.  In Acts 15, we read the account of how the Jewish Christians came to terms with the fact that God wanted Gentiles (non-Jews) to be his people as well.  There is the council in Jerusalem – Peter recounts the revelation, the vision he had received in a dream, that the Gentiles were part of the Kingdom of God, and despite the enthusiasm of Paul and Barnabas, there is still unease.  This is a big change for many of the Jewish Christians, but James brings his gift of wisdom to bear.  He puts the revelation in the context of scripture, and suggests how to make this revelation work in the church.  The way forward for the church was worked out together by using the gift of the Spirit collectively.
So what might a Spirit led church be like?  It would not be like the examples in the Old Testament where the congregation kept going with their rituals, ceremonies and services long after they had stopped hearing from God (cf. Amos 5:21, Isaiah 1:11:14) .  
A church that is led by the Spirit is a church with power; a church whose members have an assurance of their faith, and so can live it out; a church who will seek to know the will of God.  Often when we speak of the Holy Spirit and the church growing in power, we immediately think of Pentecost, and the drama scares us.  After Pentecost, in Acts 9:31 we are told that the early church, ‘Living in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers.
’  To grow in the comfort of the Holy Spirit would be a worthy goal for any church.
Questions

· How do you view the Holy Spirit, a presence/force or a person? A discussion around this could form the basis of your meeting, using the questions below. What effect has this discussion had on each member of the group?
· If the former what evidence that you can point to, to support that view?

· If the latter can you pinpoint passages of Scripture that support the Personhood of the Holy Spirit?

(As a help please look at Acts 1; 16, 15:28, Romans 8:14 and Ephesians 4:30)
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