Celebrating Gifts
Today we are looking at Celebrating the gifts that God has given us and there are three major passages in the new testament where we find mention of the gifts. They are in 1 Cor 12 which we are looking at today and then Romans 12 and Ephesians 4.

I am not going to deal with the Corinthian passage or the subject of the gifts in detail today but I will be concentrating my thoughts on this passage from 1 Cor and drawing out what I think will be some helpful thoughts.

1st of all this passage is talking about spiritual gifts and the word used here to describe these gifts is the word Charismata, from which we get the word charismatic from. So these gifts mentioned in this passage are the charismatic gifts; those particularly associated with the Holy Spirit. They are supernatural gifts as opposed to natural talents. All gifts whether natural talents or supernatural manifestations of the Spirit are given to us by God. Our natural talents are things that we are born with or that we have studied to learn but spiritual gifts are given specifically by the Holy Spirit for edification and building up of the church. They are supernatural manifestations not natural workings.
And so I want to look at the gifts that are listed in our passage and try to explain some of them to you.

Wisdom – The gift of wisdom is the supernatural ability to know what needs to be said or done in a difficult situation. Example Solomon when faced with two women who claimed to be the mother of a child. God can direct us through biblical examples of how to respond in a difficult situation. Maybe you are faced with a difficult situation at work and your boss is asking you to do something that you are really not keen to do, but you know that not to do it will mean further distress to your colleagues. What should you do? Pray for wisdom because more often than not you will be directed to a passage of scripture or a person that will speak into the situation. You know that the wisdom you have received is not just human wisdom but God’s wisdom.

Knowledge – This is not natural knowledge that is acquired through study alone but supernatural knowledge that is imparted by the Spirit; knowledge that you wouldn’t have known naturally. Example = my friend thinking of a church worker in another church. 

Faith – Again this is not the same as the faith that we all have. We all have faith if we believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God. But the gift of faith is a supernatural gift of faith where you seem to have a very real assurance that something is going to happen. Example may be someone coming for healing prayer.

Healing – The supernatural ability to pray for someone and see them healed through the laying on of hands. The healing comes through the Spirit not through natural means or medication.

Miracles – The supernatural ability to perform miracles or wonders, those things that cannot be explained. A healing can be restoring sight to blind eyes, eyes that have deteriorated over time for example but a miracle is when there is no eye in the socket before you prayed and after you pray there is a new eye in the socket. They cannot be attributed to any natural means.

Prophecy – The supernatural ability to hear a message from God for the church or another individual. You hear the message from God and then you are to deliver that message to the intended recipient. Prophecy is often wrongly associated with predicting the future, it can be that but most often it is simply a word of encouragement for the church. It can be directive. My example = Engagement ring.

Discernment – hopefully we all have some sense of discernment, we can naturally tell when someone is lying to us. But the gift of discernment is the supernatural ability to distinguish between spirits. When someone is speaking with you the gift of discernment enables you to know supernaturally the source from where this information is coming from. For example sometimes people cried out in the crowds “we know who you are you are the one sent from God.” Sometimes Jesus recognised these words were from the enemy and he silenced the spirit and drove it out of the person. At other times he recognised these words as coming from the person, the human spirit, and he either corrected error or affirmed the individual and at other times he praised the individual and said these words were given to you by my father. So there are 3 possible sources, the devil, the human and God and the gift of discernment allows you to supernaturally tell the source from which something is coming to you. It isn’t always easy to live with this gift.
Tongues – Is the supernatural ability to speak in an unknown language, a language that you do not know. It is a heavenly language and you speak unintelligible words with your mouth. It is a prayer language and the language of praise. When you cannot find the right words to pray, or when your heart is so full of praise there just are not enough words to express it. When we get to the limit of our ability to express ourselves then we pray in the spirit and we find there are no more barriers to communicating with God.

Interpretation of tongues – The supernatural ability to know what is being communicated when someone speaks in a tongue at a public meeting. It is not a word for word interpretation but the person understands the essence of the message that is being uttered and can then speak in the known language of the recipients so that everyone is built up and encouraged.

You were each given a little bag when you came in this morning. That is a gift to you from St Mark’s. It is symbolic of the fact that everyone is given spiritual gifts. The spiritual gifts are given to everyone who believes in Jesus. So…young, old whatever nationality or gender we all have been given spiritual gifts. You may not know what your gifts are yet but you have all been given them just as you were all given one of these bags this morning.

Silence and listening to God.

Write your gifts on the label or post it note and put it back in the bag. 

Our gifts, although given to us are not just for our own personal use, they are given to us for the building up of the church. They are meant to be shared, not kept secretly to ourselves. Verse 7 of our passage tells us that the gifts are given to individuals for the common good. So unless we share them with each other they will not be used for that purpose. So now we are going to share our gifts. So please will you swap bags with someone else, give your whole bag and its contents to someone else and they will give you their bag. Please give it to someone on the other side of the room. 

Our gifts are to be shared with others.

Whatever gift you have has been chosen for you by God, it is God who distributes the gifts to his people so God chooses who will get what gift. But we are expected to ask for spiritual gifts the bible says eagerly desire the spiritual gifts especially that you may prophesy.

Now at the end of the service, you will notice a large board at the back of church that says celebrating gifts. I would like all of you to take out the label from the bag that you have been given and at the end of the service please go and stick it on the poster at the back. Serve, share and support. If you have a blank label in your bag still stick it on the poster. Then if you were unable to write your gift on a label because you don’t know what your gifts are then please pray about it and when you think you do know come into church on another occasion and write it on one of the blank labels. 
We should then have a display of all the gifts that God has given us here at St Mark’s so that we can really celebrate.

You may keep the bag and the sweets that is our gift to you but please may we have the pencils back, the children may keep theirs if they wish but adults please return the pencils to the back of church and enjoy your gifts this morning.

Questions for study groups

1 Do you know what Spiritual gifts you have if so tell the rest of the group.

2 When was the last time you used your gift and where? Share with the group.

3 Share positive examples of the different gifts as you have experienced them.

4 Are there gifts that you would like? if so ask the group to pray for you to receive that gift.

5 Do you understand the difference between Spiritual gifts and natural gifts – discuss

Read the 3 different passages on gifts and discuss the differences.
6 How can you help one another to discern their gifts?

7 Did you place a gift on the chart at the back of church if not perhaps do so this week. 
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