19th September 2010
2 Cor 5:11-21

Freedom in Christ -

Who am I now?

If you recall in the first sermon in this series, we considered the question, ‘Who am I?’ and used the example of an introduction exercise to illustrate that we don’t always reveal exactly who we are and we went on to explore how we were separated from God through sin and disobedience. We recognised that through Christ, God restored us to his image being both physically and spiritually alive.

The moment we became Christian’s something defining happened – the Bible uses very dramatic language to describe this transformation; ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he [or she] is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.’ (2 Cor 5:17)
With that truth can anyone be partly old creation and partly new?  The writer of Ephesians gives us a clue, ‘For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light.’ (Eph 5:8)

So can we be both light and darkness? Paul again states this truth, ‘For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.’ (Col 1:13)

Can we still be in both kingdoms? The Biblical answer is no!
These statements of transformation can have a very positive way of expressing how we should now view ourselves. There is a common expression used in Christian circles which says, we are sinners saved by grace. But do we still remain sinners? Paul tells us something different, ‘But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Rom 5:8) If we were sinners before Christ died, then we are no longer sinners!

In the NT, unbelievers (over 300 times) are described as sinners. Believers on the other hand are identified (over 200 times) as ‘holy ones’ or ‘righteous ones’ or ‘saints’. If you have received Christ as Lord you are not a forgiven sinner but a redeemed saint!

And as a redeemed saint you have become a new creation in Christ. You have gone from someone who displeased God to someone who is significant, secure and accepted in Christ. (See the handout from the first sermon) We shouldn’t see ourselves as simply clothed in God’s righteousness; this new creation is more significant than that. The parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke (15:22) can help us understand this – the father called for the best robe to be placed on the son – not that the robe made him a son but rather because he was a son. 
So we have not just been forgiven but have become a whole new person; the realisation of which can liberate us from our old behaviour. If we continue to see ourselves as forgiven sinners (but still a sinner) what are we likely to do? Continue to sin!

Suppose you were a prostitute and learned that the King had decreed that all prostitutes were forgiven. That would be good news but would it make you any different. No – you would still be a prostitute. However what if the King then said that he wanted you as his bride. Would that change how you saw yourself – of course it would! You would see yourself as a queen. Would it change your behaviour? Of course – ‘Why would I want to ever go back to that life now that I am the queen?’
We are not only forgiven but the Church is the bride of Christ and we are members of that Church. In our understanding of the gospel we can sometimes not make the full connection with what Christ has done for each one of us – he died for our sins. That can leave us feeling that we are not very different from what we were before; just that we are forgiven and will go to heaven when we die. But the truth is better than that!
Suppose you came across a person who had died from a disease and wanted to bring them back to life. There are two things that you would have to do: First, find a cure for the disease that caused them to die. Paul says, ‘for the wages of sin is death’ (Rom 6:23) in our case our disease was sin. To cure it Jesus went to the cross and died for our sins. Secondly, we would need to give them life again. If we finish the Romans verse we see that Jesus not only cured the disease that caused us to die in the first place (sin) but bought us back to life through, ‘but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.’
So if we only know half of the truth we will still think of ourselves as forgiven sinners. But by knowing the full truth that we have received the life that Adam lost and have become a saint that can crucially help us to change our behaviour. 

However there is a danger that can affect this truth about us – it’s from the Devil. Although he can’t alter the historic fact of who we are now, there is the danger that he can get us to believe a lie about who we are. Just that little nagging voice which says, ‘God didn’t really say those things about you, it may be true of other people but not you, no not you.’ As 1 Peter 5:8 says – ‘Be self controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith...’
So we can be certain that our past sins have been forgiven by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross; together with all our future ones!! We are not saved by how we behave but by how we believe. This series of sermons is not about learning to behave differently but to believe differently.
We have just touched on something significant – what about our future sins. The problem we have with seeing ourselves as saints rather than sinners is that we are painfully aware that we do sometimes sin. We therefore conclude we must be sinners. But the real issue for us is to recognize who we are deep down inside and if we are Christians, it’s a settled matter. At our very core we share God’s divine nature; we have become something completely new.

Being a saint means that we have the capacity to choose not to sin. As John puts it, ‘...I write this to you so that you will not sin.’ (1 Jn 2:1a) We don’t have to sin, because we have died to sin and its power over us (Rom 6:2) To think however we will not sin is both impractical and unhelpful – the truth is we are saints who sometimes sin.
But we don’t have to fear a judgemental God – God’s anger has already fallen on one person, Jesus Christ. You are not a sinner in the hands of an angry God but rather a saint in the hands of a loving God.

So going wrong changes nothing in terms of our relationship with God, ‘But if anyone does sin, we have someone who speaks to the Father in our defence – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.’ (1 Jn 2:1b)

Look at this in these terms; can anyone change the fact that we are our parents’ children? No, nothing can alter that DNA. Not even if we live on different sides of the world or do things that upset them. When we were born again we became God’s child with his DNA. God’s own Spirit lives within us (Rom 8:9); we now share his very nature (2 Pet 1:4). Nothing can separate us from the love of God (Rom 8:39).
However our sin does disrupt the harmony between God and ourselves. A harmonious relationship is based on trust and obedience – when either is lacking it affects the quality of that relationship. So what happens when we do something wrong? What is the appropriate thing to do? We simply need to come before our loving God and tell him that we have done something wrong (confess) and then to turn away from that sin (repent) knowing that it is already forgiven because of Christ’s death.
By the very nature of God of who He is, there is no condemnation (Rom 8:1) we can always be honest with God because we are already forgiven. Realising that we can come straight back to God and say sorry when we get something wrong, is a key to being mature in our faith.
One of the stumbling blocks that affect a lot of Christians is the question, ‘what can I do to be accepted by God?’ The easy answer is nothing!! The truth is that we are accepted by God simply because of what Christ has done. If we don’t understand the grace of God and our spiritual inheritance we will keep trying to become somebody we already are.
It is not what we do that determines who we are. It’s who we are that determines what we do.

Whilst it is important to know how practically we should live as Christians. We can end up with a ‘how to’ or ‘not how to’ live approach to Christianity, instead of knowing what it means ‘to be’ a spiritually alive and liberated Christian. If we first recognize who we are in Christ then we will be able to do the ‘how to’ or ‘not how to’ bits. 
We are already accepted by God. He delights in us; He is the Good Shepherd who knows everything about us, His sheep. Nothing can change that. He is love – which means He could not love us, no matter what we did. The key to our growth in Christ is to understand who we are now. Simply believe what God says is true about each one of us. Some Christians let confusion arise in their minds which have come about by not having a full understanding of who God is and what He is like. To help us in our thinking about the nature of God read the handout carefully. Look at the positive list that has been prepared for this week’s handout – this is how God feels about you. What significance, what security, what acceptance, all this resulting in what joy there is in the Lord. With this clearer understanding we can start to believe differently about ourselves and our relationship with God.  
Who am I now?
I am the salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13)
I am the light of the world (Matthew 5:14)

I am a child of God (John 1:12)

I am part of the true vine, a channel of Christ’s life (John 15:1, 5)

I am Christ’s friend (John 15:15)

I am chosen and appointed by Christ to bear His fruit (John 15:16)

I am a slave of righteousness (Romans 6:18)

I am enslaved to God (Romans 6:22)

I am a son of God: God is spiritually my Father (Romans 8:14-15, Galatians 3:26, 4:6)

I am a joint heir with Christ, sharing His inheritance with Him (Romans 8:17)

I am a temple – dwelling place – of God. His Spirit and life dwells in me (1 Corinthians 3:16 and 6:19)

I am united to the Lord and am one spirit with Him (1 Corinthians 6:17)

I am a member of Christ’s body (1 Corinthians 12:27, Ephesians 5:30)

I am a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17)

I am reconciled to God and am a minister of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5: 18-19

I am a son of God and one in Christ with all Christians (Ephesians 3:26-28)

I am an heir of God since I am a son of God (Galatians 4:6-7)

I am a saint (1 Corinthians 1:2 and Ephesians 1:1)

I am God’s workmanship – His handiwork – born anew in Christ to do His work (Ephesians 2:10)

I am a fellow citizen with the rest of God’s family (Ephesians 2:19)

I am righteous and holy (Ephesians 4:24)

I am a citizen of heaven seated in heaven right now (Ephesians 2:6 and Philippians 3:20)

I am hidden with Christ in God (Colossians 3:3)

I am an expression of the life of Christ because He is my life (Colossians 3:4)

I am chosen of God holy and dearly loved (Colossians 3:12 and 1 Thessalonians 1:4)

I am a son of light and not of darkness (1 Thessalonians 5:5)

I am a holy partaker of a heavenly calling (Hebrews 3:1)

I am a partaker in Christ; I share His life (Hebrews 3:14)

I am one of God’s living stones, being built up in Christ as a spiritual house (1 Peter 2:5)

I am a member of a chosen race a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession (1 Peter 2:9-10)

I am an alien and a stranger to this world in which I temporarily live (1 Peter 2:11)

I am an enemy of the Devil (1 Peter 5:8)

I am a child of God and will resemble Christ when He returns (1 John 3:1-2)
I am born of God and the evil One – the Devil, can’t touch me (1 John 5:18)

I am not the great I AM (Exodus 3:14 and John 8:58) but by the grace of God I am what I am (1 Corinthians 15:10)

I am ‘in Christ’
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