Pioneer Church – Secure in its Faith

1 Peter 3:8-16

Introduction

Secure in our faith: free from doubt and fear?

                              : free from danger?

                              : unlikely to fail or stumble?

Faith is being secure in the knowledge that Christ, through the Cross, has made it possible to find a way back to God.  As a result I now have a personal relationship with God. 
This passage is key to having security in our faith.

2:11 to 3:12; how we should live in our community.

                  ; obeying authorities, servants, wives/husbands.
Relationships in the Church

Verse 8 outlines five characteristics we need to show;

Unity of mind: Not believing and thinking the same

                     : One in our desire to follow and serve Christ.

                     : Ephesians 4:13-15 Maturity!!

Have compassion: To feel as other people feel cf Heb13:3
                          : To be responsive to the situations of others

To show love: because we are in God’s family

                   : not easy but a committed love, in all situations

Be tender hearted: Moved to act

                             : Easy to be unmoved, TV

                             : Prayer good, not sub for action

Be humble: Peculiarly biblical virtue

                : Doesn’t fit our times

                : Head of Maths!

As these grow: support each other in our journeys
                      ; freedom and respect to find things we can

                        hold onto with integrity
                      : we will become more secure to go out

Communicating the Gospel
Don’t treat others as they might treat us!
Bless v9: speak well of them

             : show active kindness

             : pray for them

As we do this we shall enter into the full blessing of God’s forgiveness.

Vv10-12 cites Psalm 14:12-16 and further exhorts not to retaliate – God is on our side!

V13 says as we live like this then we are unlikely to be harmed.

In fact opposite cf 2:14

NCV “If you are trying to do good, no one can really hurt you.”

V14 if we are persecuted God will bless you. Cf Matt 5:10-12

Pastor Wurmbrand

Vv15 and 16 climax.

In the position we now find ourselves: secure in the church

                                                          : secure in God

We can give a reason at any time NOT just persecution.
Not “snatch squads” rather being integrated with the community – risky!?

The sense is more about being than saying.

St Francis of Assissi, “Everywhere preach the Gospel and if necessary use words.”

Cf 3:1 and 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12

As Neil said two weeks ago in his sermon this is Lifestyle evangelism.
 Cf vv15b and 16 respectful
Out of our living comes the opportunities to say.

Conclusion

Our living and talking has to be humble and respectful.
This comes out of

· Being of one mind in our desire to follow the teachings of Jesus

· Having compassion for each other

· Showing real love for each other

· Being tender hearted and caring both practically and emotionally for each other

· Being humble

Then we can be effective as we live in the communities we are a part of.

1.  Read 1 Pet 2:11 to 3:12.  Can we apply this to our situation today and if so what are the practical implications?

2. Look again at verse 8.  How can we live this verse out in St. Mark’s?  Is there a danger that we become too familiar and step over the boundary of privacy?  Where do you think we stand as a church at the moment?

3. How do you bless those that disparage you?  If this hasn’t happened, and the scripture would imply it is unlikely, how would you respond?

4. Discuss the balance between actions and words as we seek to integrate and interact with our society?

5. How can we become an integrated part of our society, as individuals, as a church?

6. What dangers do you foresee if we did become more involved with our society?

7. Is this all really possible or just pie in the sky!?
