27th March 2011

1Kgs 16:29-33

8 THE FALL OF ISRAEL

Interactive introduction

Elijah sank into a pit of despair. We all encounter problems, but one of the greatest antidotes is focusing on good things God has done, giving hope that we will come through our current crisis. Get the group to share one good thing God has done in their lives. Make sure this is not dominated by anyone who seems to have a daily Mount Carmel victory! Ensure such people don’t stop others sharing their

(apparently) less spectacular experiences. Use these testimonies as a way in to praising God that he is living and active. As he has delivered in the past, so he will do in the present and future.

Overview of the previous five readings

· King David was so successful, yet despite his openness to

            God’s will and way and the significant growth of the kingdom,

            he failed big time through the events surrounding Bathsheba – not just the

            affair, but the murder of her husband and the attempted cover-up.

· Solomon sought wisdom, but he, too, had a failing – dabbling

           in idolatry.

· The dedication of the temple was an amazing event. The

            Temple itself was awesome; the Ark of the Covenant was of great  

            significance. But these were nothing compared to what happened that day: 

             the glory of God filled the temple.

· From the pinnacle of Israel’s success, we move to the depth of failure characterised by Ahab and Jezebel. Add Elijah into the equation and we have a really exciting sequence of events as he is fed by ravens, offered accommodation by a widow, heads up the remarkable showdown on Mount

           Carmel – but then flees, feeling rejected and in total despair.

· God had promised not to destroy the world with another flood, but this time he used the Babylonians as his instrument of judgement on the city of Jerusalem.
Going deeper

· It is a sad fact that people live very private, isolated lives. We don’t like other people butting into our business. Proverbs 27:17 says: As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another. What are the benefits of this and how can we appropriately work it out in our churches?
· What was the difference between Saul and David, as one was removed but the other given a second chance? What can we learn from this about repentance, forgiveness and God’s grace?
· What things run the risk of becoming idols which we worship today?
· Worship is not simply what we do but who we meet. The dedication of the temple was most memorable for one reason alone: God turned up in all his glory and filled the place. How can we make sure that the mechanics of worship don’t get in the way of an encounter with the living God and

           experience of his glory?

· We’ve seen two sides to Elijah’s character: victorious on Carmel, vanquished on Horeb. What can we do to develop on-fire faith yet reduce the risk of spiritual and emotional burnout?
Personal challenge 

Ask the group to consider whether their response to sin is like Saul’s or David’s. As an affirmation of the total forgiveness of God, your group could write their confessions on pieces of paper and then burn them (with care!). 

Or write symbols or letters representing sin on denture cleaning tablets, and then dissolve them in water as a sign that they are no more. 

Reflect for a few minutes on worship. How can worship become a more meaningful experience? Pray the group will develop an open accountability which will enable their faith to grow and their integrity to be maintained. Pray that people will continue engaging with God’s Word on a daily basis.
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