17th July 2011
1 Tim 6:3 -16

E100 – Wanted good leaders
Introduction

The E100 readings this week focus on Paul’s teaching for leaders of churches. They concentrate on two letters which together with Titus form what commonly referred to as the Pastoral Letters. Now to hear where the focus of this teaching lies could for some be a stumbling block – why listen and engage with teaching about leaders when I’m not a leader? Well hopefully this morning we’ll see the relevance as we explore this passage together.
Let me say at this point I as much as anyone else hearing or reading this sermon stands under the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ. So this morning it’s about us all hearing and acting upon the Word of God set before us. 

The Pastoral Letters
Are not only a rich source of advice but also of encouragement, for example each letter‘s opening greeting concludes with the reassurance of the believer’s relationship with God which gives a hope that is certain. ‘Grace, mercy and peace’ are all freely given as a gift to an undeserving people. If they had to be earned no price would be sufficient. As God’s gift it lives not as a result of human endeavour but of divine grace. So all that follows can be read and thought about in light of that. You can perhaps start to see that all believers bar none stand in this hope and under this authority.
Leadership in our lives

There a couple of points to hold before us as we explore this passage, the first point is that Paul is addressing Timothy not just about ‘his faith’ but about ‘the faith’ and that faith is not about feelings but about principles.

C. S. Lewis makes the point quite well when he says, Each of us has his individual emphasis: each holds, in addition to the Faith, many opinions which seem to him to be consistent with it and true and important...But we are defending Christianity; not ‘my religion’. When we mention our personal opinions we must always make quite clear the difference between them and the Faith itself.’

Reaction to a false gospel

Given that this letter is addressing a specific problem that has surfaced in the church formed in Ephesus it’s not surprising that Paul urges his friend Timothy to correct the things that are contrary to the gospel. Through the language he uses he doesn’t pull his punches and encourages Timothy to confront issues such as conceit and a lack of understanding of the gospel they have received. The individuals Paul has in mind have degenerated into acting and thinking like the world around them bringing elements of Judaism
, Gnostic thought
 and Greek philosophy
 into the gospel. 
No real difference today then as the church struggles with notions of corporate governance, materialism and self opinionated thought that dresses itself up as the gospel. 
For all his direct words Paul gives us a little gem from this discussion, ‘But godliness with contentment is great gain’ (v 6). This is one of the most positive statements in support of the gaol for which we are called to strive for in opposition to the desire of materialism. 
Words of encouragement

In light of all that Paul has said so far and in drawing his letter to a close, he gives Timothy some concluding words of encouragement. The words also speak to us as in these final verses Paul reminds Timothy of the faith to which he has been called and to which he has committed himself. They start with an emphatic command, ‘But you, man of God flee from all this, and pursue’. Now ‘flee’ and ‘pursue’ are interesting words. They both imply something dramatic; ‘flee’ is more than an amble away or even walking away or running away, it means flee for your very life. And ‘pursue’ encourages a dogged persistence to catch something or somebody. 
We like Timothy are called to flee from those things that hinder the gospel that we have just explored and to pursue with our very being those things which are of the gospel. Paul gives us a little list which bear striking resemblance to the fruits of the Spirit he gives in Galatians 5:22 -23. These he says are the key and important elements resulting from a right understanding of the Christian gospel. 
Paul gives four elements, by which we can do this,

1. ‘Fight the good fight of the faith’ – battle as a determined individual for the faith which the Lord Jesus Christ holds out to us. Use every part of our being to pursue this goal 

2. ‘Take hold of the eternal life’ - grasp the riches that are in Him. The promise of a life that will be eternal for those who believe

3. ‘Made your good confession’ – a reminder here of the promises we made at our confirmation or adult baptism (‘to follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him’ and in the words of The Decision). Because our ‘good confession’ mirrors that of Christ before Pilate
4. ‘The appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which God will bring about’ – to live continually and with adherence to the faith that Jesus will return to make all things new

Paul finishes his encouragement with a ‘doxology’ (a prayer of praise and thanksgiving). One of two in this letter
 we find Paul in other places responding to his theological discussions in this way. As if he is overwhelmed by what he has just said and the only appropriate response is for him to praise his Lord and Saviour. And that is as appropriate place for us to conclude our exploration of God’s Word this morning. Whether we view ourselves as ‘leaders’ or not, we are leaders of our faith at home or work or social club (this is not an exhaustive list).   
� C.S. Lewis, ‘Christian Apologetics’ in God in the Dock: Essays on Theology and Ethics ed.Walter Hooper (1970 reprint, Eerdmans Grand Rapids 1994, page 90) quoted in Eswine, Z. (2008) Preaching to a Post-Everything World, Baker Books Grand Rapids page 132.


� 1 Timothy 1:12 – 17 which seem to suggest that some were teaching or promoting an emphasis on the Law and thereby minimising the saving work of Christ. 


� 1 Timothy 6:20 seems to address an early form of a heresy which promoted ‘knowledge’ as the source of salvation, if you had ‘knowledge’ you were ‘in’ and if not then...


� I Timothy 1:4 seems to be a reference to the interest that Greeks had in mythology


�  1 Timothy 1:17
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