17th July 2011

1 Tim 6:3-16

E100 – Wanted good leaders
Interactive introduction

Have a bit of fun getting your group to create as comprehensive a list of gifts from the New Testament as they can think of. Then allow some free thinking regarding other skills which they might want to add to the list. (In advance, thought needs to be given to how we appropriately distinguish between spiritual gifts and natural skills.) If the group knows each other well, encourage each person to write their own name at the bottom of a piece of paper. Pass the paper to their neighbour who writes a gift

they feel the person has, at the top of the sheet. Fold it back, and then pass it on to the next person round. Keep doing this until each person receives their piece of paper back again.

Overview of the previous five readings

· Paul outlines the high standards to be expected from Church leaders, in terms of personal character traits, family affairs, as well as their reputation within their local community.

· Money is not evil in itself, but we must ensure it is kept in its appropriate place. Love of it can lead to all types of evil, greed causes strife, but a focus on godliness brings contentment.

· Paul is Timothy’s mentor and uses parallels with a soldier, athlete, farmer and workman to highlight the importance of staying focussed on the task called to fulfil.

· Paul concludes his writings with three final thoughts. 1. Suffering is inevitable for all who seek to walk with God. 2. Scripture explains salvation, trains us to live godly lives, and motivates us to good works. 3. Whatever God calls us to do we must remain wholeheartedly committed to.

· There was a great deal of speculation about the return of Jesus, particularly when it would happen. Paul wants his readers to understand that this exciting event will definitely take place, but at a time no one knows. The challenge: to remain alert and committed whilst we wait.

Going deeper

· Many Christians live under the misapprehension that God intends only a select few people to have roles within the life of the local church. Draw out key points from 1 Corinthians 12.

· There are many different gifts, relating to different areas of service 
(v.4 – 5)

· God decides who has which (v.11)

· All are given for the benefit of the church (v.7)

· There is no place for pride or inferiority when it comes to what gifts we have (v.21 – 25)

Picking up on the list of gifts developed in the opening exercise discuss the range of gifts in the New Testament, looking at Romans 12: 6 – 8 in addition to the Corinthians passage. Read the parable of the talents, Matthew 25: 14-30 and talk through the implications this raises for both the individual and the local church.

· Money is always a challenging topic for Christians. This week’s study would be an ideal opportunity to look in detail at three areas:
·  What is God’s attitude towards us accumulating money? Look at Luke 12: 16 – 21

·  What should our attitude to money be? 1 Timothy 6: 6 - 10.

·  What does the Bible teach about giving money? Key principles include: Giving regularly and in proportion to your income: 1 Corinthians 16: 2, giving cheerfully: 2 Corinthians 9: 7. You may also want to explore the Bible’s teaching on tithing and freewill offerings.

· God has given us the Bible as a source of information but also as a means of transformation. Discuss the practical implications of 2 Timothy 3: 16-17. Draw into the discussion Hebrews 5: 11- 6: 3. What is the impact for church life if the local church is made up of people immature in their faith?

· Paul was Timothy’s mentor. What are the benefits of mentoring? Are there ways this could be established within your church, perhaps with new Christians or between old and young people?
· How do you respond to being a ‘leader’ of the faith as mentioned at the end of the sermon?
Personal challenge

· What gifts has God given you? How does he want them used in the life of the church?

· Are you taking seriously God’s expectations regarding the use of your money? Is there an action you need to take?

· Is there someone God has placed on your heart, whom he wants you to come alongside? Pray quietly that God would confirm this and show you how to move forward with the idea.
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