20th March 2011

1 Sam 24:8-22

E100 – the rise of Israel

7 THE RISE OF ISRAEL
Interactive introduction
David’s success in his battle against Goliath is certainly one of the most well known events recorded in the Bible. Get your group to share examples from their own lives when they have achieved some great challenge. It could be something physical, practical, relational or spiritual.
Overview of the previous five readings
• Hannah cried to God for a son – and was given Samuel.
• The people of Israel wanted to have a king like other nations.

Unhappy with theocratic rule, they demanded a human ruler

– and were given Saul.
• The failure of Saul to be the leader God had looked for led to

Samuel anointing David as king. With David’s defeat of Goliath,

it wasn’t long before Saul was filled with consuming jealousy.
• Despite attempts by Saul to kill him, David responded by sparing Saul’s life – just one indication among many that David was walking closely with his God.
• Finally David became king, leading to a period of great success for the Israelite nation.
Going deeper
• What qualities did Hannah display which we should emulate?
• The people of Israel, God’s holy nation, wanted to be like the surrounding nations and have a human king. As Christians, we are called to have Jesus as our king, yet often desire to be like those around us. Identify areas in life which can lead to similar conflict, and thereby threaten to compromise our holiness.
• Compare and contrast the sequence of events surrounding the reigns of Saul and David. Where did Saul go wrong? What lay at the heart of David’s success? What can we learn from this for our lives?
Personal challenge 

David sought God’s direction with an open heart. He celebrated all God had done and was doing in his worship. He sought to focus on God’s priorities in his life. These are three elements which reflect an attitude which gives God his rightful place as king. Do those characterise our lives? And when God works through us, do we have the humility that gives the credit to him, rather than thinking it has been in our strength? Think about these things, praying that God would highlight where we are just ‘doing things our way’ as Saul so often did, and that we might instead develop a heart which gives God his rightful place.
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